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was a fantastic result in trying

circumstances. On the morning of
the game Gordan Petric - who would
have played - came to see
me and said that there had

The win at Norwich a fortnight ago

see so many fans travel, and support the
team so passionately proved there is still
a very loyal hardcore of support at the
club, even in these difficult times. The
players could see the three
banks of Palace fans as

been bombing 200 metres “We do have to they ran out on to the pitch,
from his home in Belgrade. thank Kevin Miller and | am sure that it helped
He was not in the right 2 the young players making
mental condition to play for maklng two their debuts.

and we were forced to chop | tremendous SAVES | was not as pleased with
and change, and bring in to protect the point. the way we played against
three debutants. | think it just goes Sunderland. | thought we
Considering the changes to prove what spirit were okay for the first 45
we had to makeitwas a - minutes, but in general, the
magnificent perfermance. there is amo'PQSt performance wasact as
The first half was superb. the players. good as the Norwich game.

This team had not played

together before, and although we try to
mix things up in training, | would guess
that the team that lined up against
Norwich had rarely even trained
together. It was very pleasing to see how
well averyone seamead to gel together.

GREAT PROFESSIONAL

Dean Austin put us ahead and we always
looked likely to get something from the
game even though in the second half we
were under 2 lot of pressure. | was

Obviously we wei:e‘playmg
against better quality opposition, but i
thought that we failed to do yery much in

of a high enough standard.

TREMENDOUS SAYES
But, in the credit department, the

the players really dug in and ground out
a result. We do have to thank Kevin

Miller for making two tremendous saves
to protect the peint. | think it just goes to

PELL'S COMMENT

delighted that Dean got the goal because
he is a great professional. | know he
started off on the wrong foot with a lot of
the supporters, but since joining he has
been as committed as anybody at this
club. He probably has the most reason
nat to be committed but day in, day out
he trains as hard as anyone here. He
does not make any snide comments, he
just gets on with his job, and in tarms of
professionalism he is one of the best
footballers | have ever seen.

| thought all three of the players making
their debuts against Norwich were
excellent. Andrew Frampton came from
nowhere, but adapted to the situation
very well, as did Andrew Martin, and
James Hibburt did well when he came
on. There is no reason why all of these
players cannot have big futures at the
club.

LOYAL SUPPORTERS

| must mention the guality of the support
we received against Norwich. Whilst we
still hold out faint hopes of making the
play-offs via the back door, this was
assentially a game with little at stake. To

prove what
spirit there is
amongst the
players.
Gordan

Petric
returned to
the side and |
was pleased
with the way
he coped with
Nizll Quinn. Quinn
is one of the hardest
people to play against -
he is a real old stager
and he knows exactly
how to use his big, lanky
body - but | think Gordan
probably came out of
the confrontation on
top, and that was one
of the reasons why we
got a point. It was
Gordan’s first game for
three weeks, so it was
to his credit that he

did so well.

v | always believed that last

the second half, and the pasgmg was not ©

instinct for survival was impressive and =

Saturday's match against Wolves would
be a difficult test because they have
strong personality players, but we came
through it really well. We looked
reasonably solid throughout the side,
and everycne worked hard to preserve
the unbeaten run. Kevin Miller was in
fine form again, and made one crucial
save just before half-time.

UNBELIEVABLE ACHIEVEMENT

Logking at the bigger picture, our recent
run has been incredible, and | have had
no serious complaints since | took the
side over again. We had six games
where we did not record a win, but the

_players were showing tremendous
P-':Wn I‘menl and the run we have put

ther since then has been an
nnbeljevable achievement. | am
diis_appmnted that our results have not

- beer more widely recognised. If the

First Division was a handicap
campetition, we have given ourselves
the biggest handicap and yet we
continue to pick up points.

The latest handicap was the enforced
sale of Craig Moore. | was disappointed
to see such a good player leave, but it
was not a question of 'if’ he was going, it
was ‘'when’_ It was fairly well known that
he was a high wage earner and we just
cannot accommaodate that kind of wage
at the moment. Once we were safe from
relegation it was probably best for the
financial future of the club to let him go.

A LOT OF RESPECT

Today we face Swindon, who are one of
those clubs that tend to move up and
down the divisions fairly rapidly. | have
got a lot of respect for Jimmy Quinn. |
have spoken to him briefly on the
football circuit and | know heisa
man of integrity. | expect his team to
' s, be very hard-working and they
B, will be going flat out for the
points. We welcome back
George Ndah, who |
personally have been ’
keeping a very careful eye
on. He has always had
huge potential and | am
sure it is only 3 matter of
time before that potential
is fulfilled.

Steve Coppell
This page is
sponsored by
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SUPER SUNDAY

_ The Footballl eague has:confirmed
A >\ that the entire programme of matches

i ; forclubs in Division One of the

NationWide Football Lesgueon | =

= mn-f Stnday Fth May - the finat weekend
bt of the seasan - witl Kick-off at

§.30pm. Therefore, Crystal Palace's match away to: &ueens Park

Rangers has bsen scheduled for this revised Sime.

SELHURST SUPER DRAW

Tony Haylor of Bromiey, a
Balace fan for over 40 years
and a match day lottery
M ticket seller for many years,
is pictured making the draw
t half-time during our last
home game against
k8l Sunderiand. The prize of

- - =¥ £950 was one of the highest
lhls season and the winning number was 1858. The lucky
recipient was Steve Curtis. 3 season ticket holder in the
Stanley Stephenson Lounge of the main stand.
Lucky winners can collect their chegue al half-ime, during
the second half, or after the final whistle from the Super
Draw office, which is situated’above the programme :shop,
next the Players' Lounge entrance.
Don't forget to purchase your ticket, priced at just £1.00,
from one of our many sellers around the ground to be in with
g chance of winning a bumper prize.

SVENSSDN RETURNS

following the match at Bristol City
and was diagnosad as having
suffered a ruptured spl
e Coppell named
nch for the goalless

Molineux and is pleased o or
again have the hitman availablz
"We hope he is now fu

prablem. | am just very carsful about locking after him
not rush him back into action.”

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

We would tike to remind supporters that voting for this

season s supporters Player of the Year is taking place
Sainsbury’'s before today's game, Last year Marc
Edwaorthy took the hoeneurs, this is your chance to determine
this years winner.

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news

tragedy, there ﬁll?

.game. All Football

League: cliubs, wﬂﬁle ab'syrvmg the annlversary ol thts .:ad
fccasion. :

team of yeu{h players 1o Frcz'
toumament ¢

Lens and Ranz The msul 5 lTlES are '5et 3

Hantes 1 ‘Crystal Paf!ace 3
Stephen Kabba (2} and David Hunl {11
: Ajax 2 OrystalPaiace 1 :

- Ryan Williams (1)
_ Lens 1 Crystal Palace 1

U Sgan Hankin (1)

Ranz 1 Crystal Palace 0

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)
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WOOZLEY AND MARTIN FULFIL THEIR
AMBITIONS

After all the misery Palace fans have
been put through, the last few weeks
have come as a refreshing change. A
break from the old routine, sc to speak.

Travelling back from Burslem, having just

lost one-nil lo 3 weak Port Vale side, it
seemed the club would have to contend
with a relegstion battle slongside the
financial disasters. Not so. Steve Coppsll
hias turnad things around, but he has
done it, pernaps against the odds, with
)’C'U”'l

For David Woozley and Andrew Martin,
the chances handed to them since the
crnisis deepened have been the
culmination of years spent iearning their
trade in the junior sides F’laying

Palace {fuliiled their ambitions and they
wear the shirt with pride

Woozley has visibly grown with each
game he has played, starting with a
heme debut against high-flying Bradford
He has hardly put a foot wrong since,
starring at Carrow Read and Molineux,
and snuffing out Sunderland’s rampant
attack at Salhurst Park.

“The nerves have eased a little bit,” he
caid. "The most nerve-wracking was
Norwich away, but the fans were great
up there and it went OK.”

Woozley's Palace career began at the
age of nine and he has steadily
progressed up through the ranks,
fully deserving his first team call-
up. The pride he fesls at tewg in
the senior team is ebvious: "This
is a bil of a dream come trus.”
It i= 3 similar situation with
striker Andrew Martin
Spotted playing in Wales at
the age of twe
snapped up and has

:, he was

“"Because of the financial situation
at the club, it has given some of the
youngsters a chance and | have
taken mine,” reflecied centre-back
Woozley last week. "Hopefully | can stay
inn the side for the rest of the season.”

BRADFORD DEBUT

There seems no reason to
doubt he

‘mghl

not

Dla! the Palace Cl.ubcall .on 089‘1. .500 33 for the latest news

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)
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made his mark in the
junior sides. Since
joining Palace, he has
been an integral
memberiof {he

LE VIEW

experienced Norwich City side was never
going to y. but Martin was
impressive. He battled well and, whan
given his chance, was only denied by the
vyx:.. work when he deserved te

nouhle Palaces lead

get to Carrow Road until about
Eg there was not that much

ix ervous,” he said. "Before we

Rnev.a it, tha {8ame was upon us.

Leagueand the FA
Youth Cup. Last
season he was |
g{ay:r of the ,' I’ 3
tournamant in a L
junior festival in i,
France, scoring

goals for fun.

"I had problems at first
this season and was not

-Hhcugh' we played really well in the
;_fng',~ half. Dean Austin scored a greal goal
# and we could have scored more. We held
@n in the second half, but we defended
“brilliantly and Hayden Mullins was
outstanding.
“The presence of so many ‘T‘_—L!_’a w .
youngsters in the side has h
involved in the reserve set- team spirit. It makes you fn'- more :
up, he recollected. | heme when you see familiar faces
dislocated my shoulder which you,” confirmed Martin. "In seasons gone
didn’t help, but | never really by | used to look at the first team in awe
setiled under the old regime. with the big-name players we had. But
rnow we all know each other and that's
why we are on such a good run
Beth players have similar objectives for
chance. | was on the bench the immediate future: to stay in the
zgainst Sradiord the week senior squad and beceme a regular next
before the Norwich match term. There IS no reason o think they
so | had the feeling | might might not succeed.
3et involved. Then Steve Perhaps we have found our silver lining
Kember came up to me on after all
the Friday morning and said
‘congratulstions, you're @ By Deminic Fifield

FIRST CHANCE
“Steve Coppell gave me my

EABLES ‘&




A HOME WIN £ OU
CAN BE SURE OF! =

Estate Agents

Whether you are buying or selling a home Connell have three
offices locally dedicated 1o getting the right result.

CROYDON - 0181 688 7465

PURLEY - 0181 668 6323

\ THORNTON HEATH - 0181
-* , 6849965

e OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK SRS
e FREE VALUATIONS
e FREE MORTGAGE ADVICE i

TOGETHER WE MAKE A GREAT TEAMI

*““’c eese WINNER

If you're the lucky fan
picked out in the box on the
left then you're the winner
of this great prize:

FREE MOBILE PHONE*
+ FREE CONNECTION
+ FREE 12 MONTH LINE RENTAL

+ 20 MINUTES OF FREE CALLS
EVERY MONTH

Don't forget it's the same
again next week, so keep
on smiling...it could be you.

HOW TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE!

Another great FREE giveaway from the UK's
fastest growing, independent phone retailer.
Call free for your nearest store on 0800 102102.

e FPocket " hone Shop

% = = = —
NB. Tne wimer of the mobife phone must be 18 or over and will be regered o Sfn h contrs = p Winners will be presented with their prize
and & gehit mandate 10 cover the cast of sy addfional calls each mionth 5hine the D mis S ol T on the pitch at half time at a future game.




REID CELEBRATIONS PUT
ONICE

The travelling fans arrived in
their droves inSouth London,
hoping o celebrale another
thrae points on their
unstoppable march back to the
Premiership. Bul the Mackems
did not get it all their own way
3t Selhurst Park on Easter

Palace are 3 side re-

Mo ay. 4 &\

'DOUBLE VIEW

(GORDAN PETRIC jsi;:7:X[c

simply couldn’t be beaten
that afterncon. Such
optimism appearsd
foolhardy with the visitors
already twelve points clear
at the top, but the manner
in which Steve Coppell,
Peter Nichelas and Steve
Kember have turned
around the Eagles’ form
boded well.

// . Even when the old chinks

born. The wonderful
win at Norwich, which extendead the
unbesten run to sight, was still fresh in
the mind as Steve Coppell's side took to
the field against the runaway leaders.
They started where they had left off at
Carrow Road.

“In the first half we were exceptional,”
grinned skipper Craig Foster, talking
immediately after the one-all draw with
Sunderland. "We carried on where we'd
left off in the last twe matches. They
came here 3s the best side in the divi
and we showed we could play against
them.

I think we did the club proud. It wa
harder in the second half - they came out
and were firing on 3ll eylinders, But we
held them and we showed them that
there’s fight in this Palace team
regardless of the circumstances

DESERVED POINT

Just as in East Anglia, the Eagles battled
their way through the ninety minutes,
riding their luck at times, but 2merging
with credit and 3
deservad paoint

There was
a strange
teeling that
Steve

. The second half saw th

momentarily reappeared, there seemed
=mple opportunity to mount a riposie
Kevin Phillips dived in to head home 3
Johnston corner, against theirun of play,

and the Mackems thought they had
openad the floodgates

“That goal was a throwback to eartier in
the season,” said Foster “lt was saft and
Phillips had a free header. It was

unfortunate. We had run our socks off
and lo concede a goal like that was
disappainting, but we showed we could
come back fram anything

TREMENDOUS WORK-LOAD

Sure enough, back came the Eagles and
a scuffed shot from Leon McKenzie was
parried by Tornas Sorensen for the
predatory Clinion Morrison to stab the
loose ball home. "Clinten’s brilliant. He's
a champion,” enthused the Aussie. "He's
prepared to do the work, even if he's not
getling the service. He's not just a box
man either and is prepared to run wide.
Both he and L=on McKenzie got through
a tremendous work load out thers and,
under the circumstancas, that's exactly
what we nesded.”

e champ
elect lay siege to Kevin MM{,

=
=]
@

& to ne avail. The former Watford man
F was outstanding, pulling off one

incredible save from Johnston and
continually thwarting
Sunderland’s
incassant
=itacks.
“One in
particular

added Foster.

i “Sunderland will no

) doubt go away feeling a
, little bit aggrieved
that they did not win
the game, but that's
Kevin Miller, isn’t it

QUALITY SAVES

“He's been our best player over the last
few months. He saved two one-on-ones
up 2t Sunderland earlier in the season
and in numerous games he's made
quality saves. He's kept up his confidence
and playad really well

“We expected a second 'waif barrags.
They're a Premiership side now. Thay
wers always going o give us a run for
our money. They've been playing together
for two years, whereas we ve just been
thrown together. It was always going to

be difficult. But 3 measure of the stature
of our side is thal we were disappointed
not to have won. That's how far we've

come.”

FOSTER jiyes

defence were

superb, special praise should go out to
Gordan Petric. While his homeland was
coming under Nato fire, and with his
family in Belgrade, the Yugoslav defender
refurned to the side and performed
capably up 3gainst Niall Quinn. Te kesp
his thoughts.on the game in hand was
admirable.

While all
members of

PHYSICAL GAME

As for Quinn, Petric relished the
challengs: "Has a big lad. They playad a
physical game and avery ball went into
him. It's not easy, bul | tried o do my job
and | hope | did well enough. Sunderiand
are a very good team, but we did a very
goad job to pick up a point

"N has been difficult with what is going
on in my country,” he added. “Players all
over Europe decided not ta play, but this
week we were raady to play fectball and
nol cry.”

His efforts were appreciated by 2ll the
ceaching staff. Steve Kember, who has
himself returned to the louchline in
recent weeks, said: | think in the last
twenty minutes he was struggling. He's
not match fit, but | think he did a very
good job for us. We needed someon t
hl s presence at the back and he showed
experience when it was needed
most.” .
But the final word must be on the man
who has masterminded this renaissance.
Craig Foster took up the argument: “You
have to give credit to the galfer Steve
Coppell. His attitude is tremendous. The
overriding thing is that he has a great
feeling for the club. Players respecl
that.”

By Dominic Fifield

This page
is sponsored by

virgin atlantic ‘
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It certainly has been a surreal atmosphere surrounding Palace for the
last few weeks. Strange as it may seem [I'm almost enjoying it! There's a
perverse sort of satisfaction to be gained from sticking the proverbial
two fingers up at the crisis - especially as the lads carry on doing their
bit on the pitch, and enable us to all keep our heads up whilst our
Chelsea supporting friends and the others all try to wind us up! There
has been a fair bit of comment amongst fans that | talk to about the way
we have reacted to the crisis, i.e. with a determination to get behind the
team like never before, and a seeming lack of enthusiasm for any sort
of protest about the way things have been handled.

I'd hazard a guess that at many clubs
there would have been some pretty
lively scenes after games by now, as
has happened in the past at other
clubs who have gone through similar
bad times. We seem to be a unigue
breed though. We can't seem to
agree on whose fault it is. We don't
seem to be able to agree on what we
could do about it, if anything, and
even if we could we don’t seem to be
able to agree on who ought to
organise it. The one thing everybody

_—

J

seems to have agreed upon is that
ninety minutes of manic support is
required at every game. This act of
mass defiance seems to have started
at Norwich, which was the first game
played under the new administration
and, sadly, the first played as a
“leaner, meaner organisation”. The
performance and demonstration of
support for the players and staff that
remain that day will have been scant
consolation for the people whose
jobs were sacrificed in honour of that
particulariy over-used euphemism.
However, being suddenly confronted

Y

with some of the harsher realities
and consequences of the situation
certainly seems to have shaken the
support up a bit. The trip to Carrow
Road will stay in my memory as one
of the all time great Palace away
trips - and that for what in reality
was a fairly meaningless fixture! A
huge travelling Palace army turned
up and proceeded to create a non-
stop wall of noise for the whole
afternoon, without pausing for
breath it seemed! Yet another
excellent result against all the odds
was duly achieved by the players,
especially the numerous debutants,
were carried along on what was
presumazbly a tidal wave of
adrenaline. Quite how else they
could have done that amount of
running in ninety minutes is beyond
me. As for the fans in the stand, well
it felt like I'd dene as much running
myself. Obviously, being used to
certain setbacks as a Palace fan, you
also have the added tension of
watching the clock ticking inexorably
round towards the ninety minute
mark. Then when the whistle goes
and the opposition haven't scored
with the last Kick of the game for a
change, you realise you've been

Hial tho Faace EAUGCRIL of BTS00 303 Tor the Iatost Tewe
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holding your breath since half-time!
As for the after match celebrations
you would have thought we had just
won the cup! | shall certainly not be
complaining about the players not
coming over to acknowledge the
travelling supporters for a while
either. On this occasion they didn't
just acknowledge us - half of them
seemed to be trying to climb in with
us! [Mind you - they might just have
been after a lift home, I'm notsure if
we've still got the team coachl). Fan
Zhiyi exited the stage minus his: =
Palace shirt, which no doubtiwill
appear as a deduction on his next
wage slip. And the youth team
players that have found themselves
thrown unexpectedly in at the deep
end had to be virtually ordered down
the tunnel in the end by some of the
stewards who were clearly beginning
to warry about the overtime. All in all
an exhausting day, but really one
that sums up why I've always loved
Palace and always will. There’s
certainly never a dull moment!

Talking about the trip to Norwich
leads me on to talk about two

|Calls are charged at 60p/min at all t

players wheo have played a big part
on the pitch this season. Sadly, one
has fallen victim to the enforced
cost-cutting and won't be seen in a
Palace shirt again. Easter Saturday
was the first time we had had to cope
without the inspiraticnal Craig
Moore; and it fell to Hayden Mullins

 to fill the sizeable gap. Hayden don't

farget, hadn't played a first team
match before this season, and yet
has'been virtually ever present.
Capped at England under-21 level

zalready, | suspect it won't be long

befere he is making more regular
appearances. Since moving into
defence as a replacement for Craig
his performances have been 2
revelation, and there’s little doubt in
my mind that he has found his best
position. The under 21’s seem
exceptionally strong in midfield at
the moment, so it may well be that a
positional change opens the door at
international level as well. On to the
player who has been the best
defender | have seen in 2 Palace
shirt for many a year. |
can’t remember Craig
putting a foot wrong in
his relatively short
spell at the club. Good
in the air, a superb
tackler, excellent with
the ball at his feet for a
defender and never
seemed to waste
possession. He even
chipped in regularly at
the other end. It would
be a break with
tradition and accepted
practice, but Craig
Moore would be my
clear nomination as
Player of the Year. |
know it is usual for the
award to go to a player
who has been at the
club all season, but to
be perfectly honest we
really don’'t seem to
have too many who
gualify! Craig has been
| easily the classiest
| player on show and,
B with it not being his
8|l fault he's not around
any more, thoroughly
deserves recognition

for that fact.
When the time comes round for
voting, |'d urge anyone who agrees
with me not to exclude players who
we have forced to sell. | see no
reason why we couldn’t invite
someone back to accept a trophy
with our thanks.

And finally, for those of you who
didn’t, for whatever reason, make it
to Carrow Road please try and get
along to Watford and QPR. | could get
quite addicted to that sort of
atmosphere! Neither are difficult
places te get to, with room for
thousands of Palace fans, and we
really do need to keep showing the
outside world that we care what
happens to this club.

y Paul Romain
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SCAFFOLDING

The area’s Premier Scaffolding
Contractor for all construction and
refurbishment projects

Supports the Palace

Tel: 0181 665 0848
Fax: 0181 665 0782
128/130 Frant Road, Thornton Heath,
Surrey, CR7 7JU

KICK-OFF WITH ALINA ROSE
It's all the build up with music, chat and your chance to give your early morning
view LIVE on the radio.

FIXTURE FOCUS WITH ROB FOX. Phone-ins, match predictions, player interviews
and all the traffic news as you make your journey to the match.

FROM THE DUG-0UT WITH JAMES O'REILLY. Match preview with Ken Pringle and
the team news direct from the dressing room area.

THE MATCH. While watching the game LIVE, listen to the commentary with Gary Taphouse
and Ken Pringle and hear all the scores from around the country as they happen.

YOUR SHOUT WITH GARY STEVENS.
Your chance to have a say about the match on the Palace Radio phonelines.

REACTION TO THE ACTION WITH TERRY BYFIELD AND JAMES COOME.
All your comments on the phonelines, player interviews from the tunnel area
and all the national match results.

THE FINAL COUNTDOWN. Our exclusive highlights” package of the day’s action
brings the curtain down on another Selhurst match day.

PALACE RADIO 1278 AM

0 7 0 0 O £ 7 2 8 2 2 3




with MIKE SULLIVAN

;"A very w}:lrm welcome to today’s game against Swindon Town from everyone in the Palace”
arketing department. We hope that all of our match sponsors have an enjoyable afternog

MATCH SPONSORS MATCHBALL SPONSORS

r 3 FORMARK SCAFFOLDING - As one of the UK's leading sizrosy CUSTOM CABLE COMPANY - With over a decade of

-:.: FORMARK scaffolding contractors, Croydon based Formark is @ S eyperience, Custom Cable Company specialises in

i PERTTELEINE  committed to high standards of service and safety and \\/ the provision of services to the Telecomms and

H to working with the best - whether it's the top names in construction Datacomms industries. As a BS EN 150 9002 registered company,

| and refurbishment, or of course Crystal Palace Football Club. Custom Cable are fully committed to providing the highest quality of
service at all levels of training, planning implementation, installation

THE POCKET PHONE SHOP - The UK's and maintenance.
premier mobile phone retailer are proud to be
| associated with Crystal Palace Football Club and will be offering their For all your sponsorship enquires, please telephone the corporate
| full support during 1998/99 campaign. + sales team on 0181 7468 5000.

¢ Pocket” hone Shop

| { ; :
; , A REVIEW OF OUR RECENT SPORTING DINNER HELD ATSELH!IRST PARK E
i E  THE GUEST SPEAKERS WERE BOXER FRANK BRUNOC AND COMEDIAN MICKEY PUGH, WHILE THE MC FOR THE NIGHT WAS THE &
' POPULAR BARRY WILLIAMS. WE WOULD LIKE TO SINCERLEY THANK OUR SPONSORS FOR THE EVENING WHO WERE

I k- : L MG RODFING. :

1999 FLORA LONDON
MARATHON

Tamorrow sees over 3z, 0og. rﬂrmers i
‘pounding the strests of London in me 19?9 i
Elorg London Maialhon fii1 sl
Representmg Cry&tat Paiace FC in ﬂ'us

‘whste away 5tr|p
‘«t:banty Gel kids going’.
Guests of LMQ dis
Roofing, who sponsored
the sporting dinner, line
up for a photo with

282 mite run; p{ease' make'ywr

Frank Bruno, Steve o , ‘payable to "Bet kids Going” and serﬁ" ﬁ}
Coppell and Mark _ _Mikﬁ here at: I:_he c{ub Even hf.'tt d:’
Goldberg. i ji:3 - /you see Mike an

Barry Williams welcomes
Steve Coppell to the top table.

Sunday. Sth May 1995. A
pags 32 of todays mau:h

HALF-TIME

pﬂrhcipaﬂr-g in the Mﬂsublsh: hali time
chailenge, please make sure you sr= in
position at the corner of the pitch at the

= tunnet end by 3.30pm.

The AXA t=blz enjoys the joke

EAGBLES




MATCHDAY PRICES
i R MAIN STAND
.NATION _ stounge €25
- Ut 5l Lo €15
Palace =
Sunday, 7th May 1999 AHRITHUR WIS €20
Kick Off 1.30pm Senior CitzenfUi14 £12
Ticket prices: This matchis -
rt Holmesdale Road at strictly ALL TICKET. Tickets are
the fare is £9. priced at £18 for adults and £9 for ser £16
s East Ctuydon at 12.53;:m citizens and under-14's. €9
Coaches: Depart Holmesdale Road a
11.30am and the fare is £6. = = HOL"ESMLESTM‘D skl £21
£19
TRAVEL IHFORHAT!O . €16
WATFORD V CRYSTAL P i =
Coaches ﬂepart Halmesﬁale Roadat1 FAMILY AREA
MAIN STAND [BLOCKS A & J)
Palace Club Member €18
g : £9
[Club members and Junior Eagles who purchass
tickets prior to the day of the gams will receive a
£2 distount on malchday prices. Plaase note,
these raduced pricas do not 2pply for cup games.)

L —

GOLDEN EAGLES

FOR THE FOOTBALL FAN - LIFEL[NE OF CRYST AL PALACE F.C 4

SAVINGS AT SELHURSTPARK E
Golden Eagles Club members re e WEEKLY DRAw WIHHERS
assive benefits : WEEK No 32 WEEK No 33.

Cold Siker | ‘Bronza I Gaoid Slhvmt

1234

4935 | 266 Mangz | 1503 | 3000

1129 | 214 f 25
947 | a3z2 | 987 7 2913

1132 | 3858 fntiday 2281
477 37 135 2993
105 | 2101 2472
: 1008 | 351 2738
well a< having priority 1464 3534 2976
other match : £750 ' 7987 43 £79 1857

club shops
sale goods and 1273 4319 1z

* Palace Ner\-.s [the offic
of Crystal Palace FC) s

te your home throughout the r { ‘ﬂrg EQESEEI'ES'O = 1
« FREE entry to the Golden Eagles i M Pnce W .

Club AGM = Virgin Batioon Flights 5. 10% B&Q 5%
« FREE entry to des jembers Crystal Falace Club Shops 10% 5%
bars before and aft e 10% Hihst
10% e 5%
8%  Sainsburys Homebase 5% L%
: 8% ThresherWineStores | 5% i
i Chllﬂmnsmr!d 8%  Allders of Croydon 5% B
. Comet fliHa 7.5% David Lloyd Leisure 5% '-‘amun!m:leredl ]
Superdmg it 7.5% TG Fridays ; 5%

To order all vouchers and obtain mformatuon on dsscounts a\rallahle
contact the Golden Eagles Club voucher line on 0181-768 6069

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news




SPIRITED DISPLAY
DEFIES LEAGUE LEADERS

Sunderland’s assault on the First
Division title has been as impressive as
it was inevitable. Last season’s play-off
final heartbreak, which saw them lose
out te our South London rivals Charlton
Athletic on penalties, was, if anything,
the perfect spur for Peter Reid's men
to make sure the next time round - and
they have. When the Mackems arrived
at Sethurst Park last Monday they were
sitting pretty on top of the league table,
a whopping twelve points clear of
nearest rivals Ipswich Town. Few would
have given 3 full-strength Palace team
a chance, let alone one depleted by the
rash of transfer deadline day
departures which resulted in six
players leaving for pastures new. But
this new Palace cutfit is quickly
establishing itself as one of the hardest
to beat in the First Division and, with
the longest unbeaten home run in
English football as proof of this, there
was guiet eptimism amongst the crowd
as the Eagles prepared to lackle the
team from the Stadium of Light. "They
are the best team in the league by a
mile,” said Palace goalkeeper
Kevin Miller in an
interview al Streete
Court last week. "But
our home form has
been good this
season and we
were fairly
confident of
getting at
least a
draw

against
them, if
not all three
points.”

ADMIRABLE
FIGHTBACK

Such optimism seemed to be justified
as it was the home side who made all
the running in the game’s opening
stages. With Hayden Mullins impericus
at the back, the Chinese working
industriously in midfield and Clinton
Morrison providing an enthusiastic and
willing outlet up front, it came as
something of a shock when Sunderiand
tock the lead with their first attack of
the game. Allan Johnston swung in a

corner from the right hand
side and Kevin Phillips was
left tetally unmarked to
head in a routine goal at the
near post for his eighteenth
of the season. "It would
have been easy for us to
crumble after they scored
fairly early in the game,”
admitted Miller, "but the
way we came back was

lwho commendably played
despite the continuing air
strikes on his home city of
Belgrade], Dean Austin and
David Woozley to a constant
stream of aerial balls aimed
al the big Irish centre
forward Niall Quinn. When
the line was breached,
hawever, the Mackems
found Miller in fantastic

admirable. We never let our heads drop

and kept on fighting.” Almost
immediately after the re-start,

Fan Zhiyi brought the crowd

h t0 its feet when he smacked

a swerving thirty
yard shot
goalwards, only ta see
the impressive Thomas
Sorensen dive to his right
and save. An equaliser was
| in the offing. and it duly
arrived when Leon

. McKenzie's shot was only

+ parried by Sorensen and
the effervescent Meorrison
slid the ball home glesfully
from all of two yards.
Selhurst erupted and the
8,000 travelling Sunderlapnd
fans in the Arthur Wait
Stand suddenly fell rather
quiet.

UNDER THE COSH

The second period,
however, showed
exactly why the

fll Wearsiders have

topped the league for

, so much of the
L campaign.

Ml‘ Sunderiand

s encamped

in the Palace

half and
subjected tha

Eagles’ back-line of

Sun Jihai,

Gordan
Petric @

Y

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)

form: the ex-Watford No. 1 made
excellent saves from Johnston, Nicky
Summerbee and Quinn to produce one
of his best performances of the season
and keep the Eagles in the malch.
Miller, however, remains modest about
the extent of his contribution:

“With one of the saves, | just took a
gamble. The ball came in from the
right and | guessed which way the shot
was likely to come in. Luckily, | was
right, but if | had looked the other way
it would have gone in and we might not
have picked up a point.”

To have emerged from the match with
nothing to show for their efforts would
have been tough on Steve Coppells
men, howaver, and when the final
whistle blew the players were given a
standing ovation by Palace’s biggest
crowd of the season. There was not the
jubitation that sparked such euphoric
scenes at Carrow Road just two days
befere, but it was yet another
performance of which to be proud.
Miller was keen to point out the
contribution made by the younger
players who, as they had at Norwich, -
shone throughout: "We have brought
kids through and they have done
absolutely brilliantly. Norwich and
Sunderland are two difficult games and
we have taken four points from them
which is really worthy of the highest
praise. Everyone has played their part,
but it is the likes of David Woozley,
Stephen Thomson and Hayden Mullins,
who | thought was superb, who deserve
the real credit.”

The present may be traumatic, but the
footballing future is definitely bright at
Selhurst Park.

Andrew Fifield




Clinton Morrison tries to evade a
challenge from Norwich’s Che Wilson.

Nationwide League Division One
Saturday, 3rd April 1999

Norwich City 0

Crystal Palace 1 [Austin 12]
Attendance: 16,754

Norwich: A. Marshall, Sutch, Wilson,
Russell, Mackay, Jackson, L. Marshall
[Forbes), Bellamy, Roberts, Hughes
[Dalglish), Llewellyn [Mulryne]
Palace: Miller, Frampton [Hibburt],
Jihai, Austjn, Woozley, Thomsen, Foster,
Zhiyi, Martin, Morrison (Carlisle],
Mullins.

Booked: Palace - Zhiyi.

] ik
AR ﬁ;;i; il
Andrew Martin, making

his Palace debut, wins a
sliding tackie.

Striker Clinton Morrison brings
the ball under control.

Left-back Andrew Frampton, a former
Palace trainee, was one of three
youngsters playing at first team level for
the first time at Carrow Road.

Photographs by
Neil Everitt

Sponsored by =\ )

L&C Croydon -




it
Leon McKenzie
waits for his
chance as Niall
Quinn attempts
to clear the ball.

Captain Craig Foster brushes off this
challenge as he tries to set up a Palace attack.

Action from L

O’
Palace’s Easter "
weekend 19

matches against GOAL! Clinton 4

Morrison celebrates g '~
"

Norwich City and after netting Palace’s i ¥
deserved equaliser. ]
Sunderland o)

ACTION REPLAY s

Nationwide League Division One
Monday, 5th April 1999
Crystal Palace 1 [Morrison 34)
Sunderland 1 [Phillips 23]
Attendance: 22,096
Palace: Miller, Jihai, Petric, Austin,
Woozley, Thomson, Foster, Zhiyi,
McKenzie, Morrison, Mullins.
Sunderiand: Sorensen, Mzakin
(Hollowayl], Gray. Ball, Melville,
Butler, Summerbee, Clark, Quinn,
Phillips, Johnsten..

i Booked: Palace - Petric, Jihai.
Leon McKenzie is held back by Sunderland - Phillips, Quinn.

L

Sun Jihai, who had another fine
game, is put under pressure by
the giant Niall Quinn.

Sunderiand’s Nicky Summerbee. =, =
Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news HE RN R BAAN Seventeen

Calls are charged at 40p/min at all times]|



Penalty Spots!

The Pocketphone Shop is totally
independent so unlike other mobile
phone retailers you’ll get totally
impartial advice on any of the
phones or networks that you pur-
chase. And no penalties!

No penaity to change network

If your circumstances have changed, or are about
to.no problem, just talk about our nodie contract
aption, it gives you the freedom to change your
mind.

No penality to change tariff

- Our-fully trained staff will help you choose the best
tariff to suit your needs. If the number of calls you
meke aiters we'll be happy to arrange a tariff
change at no extra cost

No penalty to terminate

If you're not completely satisfied with your choice,
we will offer you a full money back guarantee within
14 days of purchase.

You won’t' face

Great save! - Impartial advice

Unlike many ‘High Street’ stores, the advice we
give i1s impartial. no hard sell no confusing facts
and figures. We are totally independent of any net-
work and therefore oniy recommend the network.
tariff and phone that suits YOUR needs and not
ours.

Great save! - Taking up the offer

We are offering you the opportunity to purchase
your mobile phone and get get connected for just
99p, with a FREE LEATHER CASE when you pre-
sent this advert.

Great save! :
When the PocketPhone Shop guarantees advice
and service that benefits only YOU.

CALL free for your nearest store

FREEPHONE 0800 102 102

e Pocket " hone & hop

you buy from The PocketPhone Shop

INE. Offer S0y 3ppihie=s 1o Te £ m‘r!mmitt!*ﬁ-:ﬂnm ursnlaﬁratwand = subject #8122 month tontess =F conmssion 353 GSML me..m‘ :
¥ia Vodafone connect (exciudes bonged & proooy 1a0itis)) h#:ﬂeﬁ@mﬁrﬂ r'é@#mm:lwmmrmw«ﬁmﬁmm




With Louise Kaye

Helle to all Junior Eagles and a special welcome to Swindon
Town's Junicr Robins.

For me, this will be the mosl interesting game of the season
as Swinden, being my old club, come ta Sethurst Park.
However. rest assurad, my family and friends at the match
will see me sheuting for the Eagles! When we visited the
County Ground back in November, Palace were

defeated by the Rohins 2-0, so here’s hoping we

steal back those three points this afternoon.

Hope you enjoy the entertainment at today's ’
Family Fun Day and make the most of the

carnival atmosphere. Walch oul at half-time for

a penalty shoot out between the Junior Eagles

and the Junior Robins. Please also give a big s
cheer to the goalkeepers in this game, RL
Swindon's Funky Fledgling and our very own,

Pete the Eagle.

TOBLERONE ZONE

I thought that you all would have eaten enough chocolate
over Easter to see you through the year, but obviously not.
Thank you lo everyone whao entered the latest competition to
win & giant Teblerene by answering the following question:
Q: Which First Division Team name can be found in the word
Toblerone?

[clue: you only need the first word of a two worded t2am)
The answer is of course BOLTON

Cengratulations to ten year old Joanne Calver, of Old
Coulsdon, who is our winner. You can see Joanne collect her
prize before kick-off today.

Lives: Milion Regis, Kant
School: Berden Primary :
Hobbies: Tap dancing, dzsco d
and art

How long have you suppbrteﬁ
Palace? 3years

Favourite pl.avors: Jamie Smithand

Favourite music: Brslany Spears and Steps e

Favourite TV programme: Ssbrina the Teenage Witch:

Has you or your family had a l‘urmy or strange Palace
experience? Yes, beczuse | have a seasen ficket and | have
missed a/few games, but every time!l have been there they
have won, and | have never seen them loss;

= We hdhe you aré_ here-watchbﬁ the game today Holly!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

To Siven Sawmy, who is having his birthday party at
Selhurs! Park this afternoon. We hope Siven and his friends
are having a great day and thal three paoints will be the
icing on the cake!

Junior Eagles Club, Crystal Palace FC, Selhurst Park, London, SE25 6PU
Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news

\

Hiiii

TODAY'S MASCOTS

Daniel Holleran is 9 years old tuday. 0

many happy returns from everyone at

Crystal Palace. Daniel, from Warlingham,

Surrey goes to Royal Russell Scheslin

Shirley and he likes football, cncketand
iennis.

: - J ' Simon Gleave recently
Ehnh! Holleran colebrated his 10th

; i blrthday and he attends

: Halstow Primary School in Greenwich.
Simon's hobbies are playing football,
rugby, tenais and the guitar. His favnurrte k

. player is:Simon Rodger, | i
Blenn Wilders from Dartford, Kent is10
years old and attends New Ash Green 77 '
Primaty Scheal He likes. computers and loves football.
Glenn plays for Barenth R‘angers and his tavauﬂte player
is Fan Zhiyi, :
We hope all three boys en;oy thecr afternaon here at
SelhurstPark. i

BRADFORD MASCOTS

Pictured are the Crystal Palace mascots who led the tsam
out for bur recent home game Sgainst high fying: -
Bradford City. The Palace mascots piciured are .#oseph
Marchbank, Sam Stackdale and Dominic Burrelt.

COMPETITION TIME!

You could win @ signed Palace football if you correctly
answer the three guastions below: »
1. Andrew Martin was one of three players to make their
first team debuts at Norwich City. Name the two other
debutants?

2. From which Chinese €lub did Palace sign Fan Zhiyi?

3. Which club did Jamie Fullartan join on loan on transfer
deadline day?

Send your answers lo: Louise Kaye,
Junior Eagles Competiticn 19, Crystal
Palzce FC, Selhurst Park, Londeon, SEZ5
6PU. to reach ma no laterthan
Wednesday 28th April 1999. Remember
t0 enclose these all impertant details;
name, address, and membership number,
All correct entries will be putinto a draw
from whichthe winner will be pulled out,

Nineteen

EAGLES

(Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times]



Show you’re a team
player and support
the Club by applying
for-the Crystal Palace
Football Club
MasterCard® Card now!

Call FREE on

0800 413907

Quoting Ref 043H for an application form

~APH 11.9% (13.6% lor Cash Aovances) for first 6 momhs 1sing to 19.9% (21 5% for Cash
Advances). Imerest rates may be varied from time 1o fime. Minimum monthly repayment of
£5.00 or 5% of outstanding balance whichsver is greater "Bank of Scotiand™ is a registered
Trage Mark of The Governor and Company of the Bank of Scotland. "MasterCard™ s a
registarad Trade Mark of MasterCard Imemational inc. All lending is subject 1o appraisal
by the Bank of the-applicant’s financial status. Full detaile and a wiitien Consumer Credit”
quoialion are available from Bank of Scotiand. Banking Direct, Card Services. Fireavie
Business Park, Dunfermiine, Fife. KY9S 4BS, Telephone calls may be recorded for security
purposes and mondtored under the Banics quality control procedures: You must be aged 18
or over and resident in the UK to apply for credit. Bank of Scolland subscribes 1o The
Banking Code (1997).




PALACE CROSSWORD

Compiled by Thomas Trickett

ACROSS DOWN

1. 'The Grecians’ [6,4] 1. FA Cup winners 1995 (7]

8. 1946: FA Cup Final score 2. Non-league team, Windsor &
Charlton? Derby?(3,4] = | ... FC (&)

9. FA Cup winners on seven 3. Destination for top
occasions [5] Premiership sides [6]

10. Draped over both goals (4] 4. FA Cup winners 1987 [8)

11. Port Vale player Neil Aspin 5. Martin, football commentator
does a twist, apparently (5] (5]

12. Situation bottom of the table 6. Coventry City manager

1987/90 (4,7]
Everton manager (6,5)

teams find themselves in (3]
14. Former Palace midfielder

now at AFC Bournemouth 13. FA Cup giant-killers Yeovil
(3,3] Town hail from this county (6]
15, s Albiston, made his FA 16. Tottenham.......... FC (7]
Cup debut in cup final (6} 17. Shirt number that has big
18, Limb could be first or second girl's name hidden
(3} apparently [6]
20. Alter a deer to show ; ARl Buchwald, [1990s)
(1970/80s] Brazilian player German defender [5)

{anag] (4] ; 22. The .....home of
21. Jaap, Manchester United Southamptaon FC (4]

central defender [4)

23. Footballers Dean and David
Holdswoerth are (5)

24. Place ball on here for penalty
kick {3,4) '

25. Soccer player (11)
QUICK QUIZ

Questions about current and past Palace players.

1. Against which club did Nicky Rizzo make his Palace debut?

2. Name Palace’s goalscorers in the 8-0 League Cup victory over
Southend in 1990/912

3. From which club did Palace sign Glyn Hodges in June 19907
4. With which club did Tony Scully play on loan for in 1994/952
S. Who was Palace’s top league goalscorer with 20 goals in
1995/9462

Answers on page 59

'FIVE BY THREE

| A guiz by Stephen Williamson of Swift Enterprises

| Good afternoon. Only about two months ago many
E people would have expected this fixture to be a
b six pointer” relegation battle. Altheugh that is now
I not the case, a tough game is still in prospect.
Today's quiz follows the normal patiern, and
¢ hopefully it will test you. Goeod luck and enjoy the
¢ maich.

£ Thres About Palace
& 1. Not including former juniors, who was the first
. new signing to score for Palace this season?
2. In 1975/76 Palace reached the FA Cup semi-

& final stage for the first time. Can you name the
clubs [which included one non-league sidel who
we overcame to achieve this feat?

§ 3. in1971/72, who rejoined Palace as part of the

- deal that took Alan Birchenall to Leicester?

Three About Swindon
E & Who in 1994 scored
¢ for Swindon reserves
t and the first team on
the same day?
. 5. Jimmy Quinn is now
in charge of Swindon,
* but since 1983 the
- Robins have had six
. other managers. Can
~ you name them?
. &. In which year did
Swindon win the League
. Cup?

|

® Three About Other Foothall
E 7. Name the two Surrey based teams in this
season’s Conference?
E #. Name the two Kent based teams in this
= season’s Conference? :
. 9. Name the current four Conference teams that
- Palace have played in the Football League?

Three On Other Sports _
10. Can you name the first four horses to
complete last Saturday’s Grand National at
. Aintree? :
E 11. Who were the very first home team on 'Mat_
2 uf the Day'? {worth a guess!] =
Z. How many people in total compete in the
Umverstty Boat Race each year?

¥hree General Knowledge Questions 3
12. Which US record company took its name from 8
its home city’s main industry? ;

What name isgiventoa young owl?




LARGEST CHAIN OF GOLF STORES IN THE WORLD

The best in golf from Tee... to... Green!

South London’s largest golf superstore is pleased
to offer you a 7.5% discount*.
All you need to do is bring this programme with

you when you visit the store.
*Except on golf balls and already reduced items

Tel: 01689 851111 l?‘ﬂ:gm”%ﬁ;
w25 & &

Nevada Bob Bromley, 363-369 Crofton Road,
Locksbottom, Orpington, Kent BR6 8NR 1 SEVENOAKS ’fb A21 BROMLEY

now also at: ' o
11 Union Square, The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

|

The Football Trust has been providing support for
football throughout the UK for 22 years.

A major new funding package made up of annual
contributions from The F.A. Premier League, The
Foctball Asscciation, The English Sports Council, The
Football League and The Professional Footballers
Association has been added to the Trust's pools derived
income to secure its future.

The Trust has a major part to play in the success of the game
and will continue its vital grant support for lower division
clubs to complete the Taylor programme.

The Trust is about a great deal more than bricks and mortar: it can

handle grant aid programmes of every sort and provides essential help for the
game at all levels. .

The commitment of the Government and the new funding partners to make full use of
the Trust’s grant aid experience and expertise will have the support of everyone who
cares about the future of our national game.

thefsstballtrust

...helping the game.

R

! iy s ; 52 s _ ,r’
o o T e = d p <3 k| e
s Therootball Trust, Walkden House, 10 Metton 3treet, London NW1 2EB

Twenty Two R Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0B91 400 333 for the latest news

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times]



AUSTIN POWERS HIS WAY BACK

“It was against Grimsby, away, for
Southend United. February 19927"
Dean Austin is trying to remember the
last time he scored a league goal and it
is taking a little while. Having
eventuslly settled for that fateful day at
Blundell Park seven years ago, a wry
grin spreads across his face: "You could
say that | was due one.” Certainly one
of the Palace players that Norwich
could have been worrying about least
from an attacking point of view was the
29-year old defender, who made his
name at Tottenham Hotspur before
teaving White Hart Lane for Sethurst
Park last summer. But it was Austin
who scarad above a static Norwich
defence =t Carrow Road on Easter
Saturday to head firmly and gloriously
past Andy Marshall in the City goal to
give Palace a lead they were never to
relinguish. Austin, despite his less than
impressive goalscoring exploits in
recent seasons, maintains thal he is
confident when Palace have dead ball
situations around the penalty area:
“The gaffer always tells me to get
forward when we get corners and free-
kicks near the box and, if the delivery is
good, | fancy my chances. Fozzy [Craig
Foster] sent over a great ball, | read it
and stuck it away.”

TERRIFIC PERFORMANCE

The game against the Canaries two
weeks ago epitormised the spirit and
resclve that has been forged
amongst Palace’s

young group of
players. Despite
the off-the-
fietd
problems

that have
dogged the
club in

recent
months, Steve
Coppell and
the remaining
coaching staff
have performed
minor miracles:
Norwich
represented an
eighth game
unbeaten

and, with
superb

draws

against
Sunderland

and Wolves following scan after, that
run has been extended to ten. Backed
by a vociferous away following in City's

cramped, ageing South
Stand [a stark contrast to
the modern splendour of
the other three sides to
Carrow Road), Palace rose
above themselves to
record a third away win
and, without doubt, their
best result of the season -
yes, even better than the
5-1 demolition job
performed on the

Canaries at Selhurst
Park in Ociober. Whereas that result
was achieved with the likes of
Lombardo, Jansen, Curcic, Moore and
Rizzo, the triumph in East Anglia relied
on the services of Woozley, Frampton,
Martin and Graham - all talented and
hugely promising players without
guestion, but also lads many!huught
would fold on the big occasioh
of it. Every ball was chased ]
fifty-fifty won in a perform: nce that
made even the mos! cynicaland
hardened Palace supporter burst with
pride. For Austin, too, it was a case of,
proving people wrong. Much harangued
and pilloried since his arrival from
Spurs, Deano turned in a
consummately professional
performance that
silenced the
critics and
delighted the
defendear:
"It was good
to get out on
the pitch and
ptay for
ninety
minutes.
That is
something
that hasn't
basn
happening very
aften at first
team level for
me this
season and |
was pleassd
with my
perform-ance.
Obviously to
get the goal after so long was a bonus,
but the real star was the team as 3
whole. It was a terrific display.”

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news

[Calls are charged at 40p/min at all times]

SUPERB SUPPORT

Perhaps one should add
to the stars of the show
list the names of every
single one of Palace’s
2,000 travelling
supporters who made the
long trek to Norwich.
They never stopped
singing, even throughout!
the traditionally tortuous

last ten minutes
when a lead is
ususlly surrendered. and Austin is
generous in his praise: "Once again,
they were brillianl. We always felt
confident that we could get something
at Norwich because they were going
through = rocky patch and to gst that
level'of support just spurs you on even

. moreThey deserve all the credit for

ith the club throughout this

"d‘ﬂ‘i ult period.” As do the players, who

played at Carrow Road under the threat
of strike action if a deal could not be
maderegarding their wages for March.
Agstin, who has reportedly waived his

. péffermance bonuses in an effort to
“'save the club some money, was well

aware of the difficulties in preparing for
the match against Bruce Rioch’s team:
"It was hard. We had to travel up on the
day of the game instead of the night
before which was z little strange
because footballers, like most people,
have 2 s=t routine that they use for
matches and that they like to stick to.
On the other hand, it might have helped
some of the younger players to be mors
relaxed about the match.” It obviously
seemed to work! And what of those
youngsters?

Austin, at 29, constituted one of
Palace’s most experienced players at
Carrow Road and significantly pushed
up the average age of the side, which
still only reached ZZ. "They deserve
huge praise,” Austin commented. They
are a good bunch of lads and have a lot
of talent. It is asking a lot of them to
come into the team and work miracles,
but they are fighters and will give
everything for the club. That is the sort
of attitude we need right now.” Dean
Austin: defender, fans favourite,
mentor and goalscorer supreme.

Andrew Fifisld




Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz
MERCEDES-BENZ CARS AND LIGHT COMMERCIALS

BRUNSWICK

- CROYDON LIMITED -
409 BRIGHTON ROAD » SOUTH CROYDON = SURREY CR2 6ES

e Oate

see every

Goals, goals, goals! See every goal from the
weekend with ITV's Nationwide football League
Extra, in assodation with Nationwide Building Society

We'll be on air just after midnight on Mondays and
repeatad later in the week in many regions

The programme is introduced by Gabriel Clarke and
includes interviews, competitions, the latest news and
talking points, and all the goals scored at the
weekend from the Nationwade Football League.

Check your TV listings for details and set your video.

o (h Nationwide

~CFODTBALL LEAGUE

Sales
Service
Parts
MoT's

Quality
Used Cars
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with Terry Byfield

The spoﬁsorship of this scheme has received an award under the Government’s

i il [-p:
SPONSORED BY

COMMUNITY

i il it

:
i
McDonias
=l

Business Sponsorship Incentive for Sport

SCHEME SUCCESS STORY CONTINUES

Foatball in the Community would like to take this opportunity of thanking McDeonalds/Spertsmatch for the

first of their three year sponsorship of the schemsa.

The impreved finances have enabled our schemes in Bromley and Croydon to progress for the community.

The monies have enabled the scheme to continue its

g development of their coach educstion programme for schools
and colleges and its special needs programme.

= The Bromley scheme is now coaching in four special needs
schools, which include running six-week curriculum coaching
i sessions. On completition of these sessions, all schools are
invited to a fun day at The Majorie McClure School.

The coaches have also been to three slow learning schools in
§ the borough who received six weeks of coaching and tickets to
8 3 Crystal Palace home match.

The borough secondary schools were invited to have a junior
team managers course which saw sixty-four young adults
pass their first level of school coaching.

COACHES WANTED

Bromley and Croydon community scheme require
coaches 1o help with its current expansion within
both boroughs. '

Coaches are needed for after school clubs/mini
soccer and holiday courses.

For further
details
please
contact
Richard Kyle
on:
0181-768
&006-
Bromley
0181-768
4063-Croydon

5-A-SIDE COMPETITION

Do you belong to a youth club or other youth
organisation based in the London borough of
Croydon?

Are you willing to enter a 5-3-side competition?
You and your team must be 3ged under-14 on 1st
August 1999. This year we will be running boys
and girls competitions.

Interested? Then ask your leader to contact the
community office on: 0181-768 4063

WHITSUN HALF-TERM
SOCCER COURSES

Don't miss out on these courses. We are running
action packed courses everyday so book =sarly to

avoid disappointment.

Call now for a bocking form and more details on:
0181-7468 6043

&

Y

[
—

FAMILY DAY

At this afternoon’s match we are delightad
to be hosting ancther family day. As part of
the entertainment we are pleased to
welcome the GATWICK CALEDONIA PIPE
BAND and the WHITGIFT CORPS OF DRUMS.
Both of these have been supplied courtesy
of the R.A.F Benevolent fund. Our picture
shows the Whitgift School Corps of Drums
in action. They are a marching band
comprising of drummers, flutists and
buglars who were formed in 1905 Being
very much Croydon's band, the Corps of
Brums plays for numerous local events each
year, including the Croydon Carnival and
Remembrance Sunday. The Corps of Drums
also regularly takes part in a number of
national events including the Lord Mayor's
Show and the Royal Tournament.

With their busy calendar, it is somewhat
suprising to learn thattoday is the first time

. that they have played in'a football ground

since April 20th 1921 - 78 years ago, almost
te the day. In 1921 they were at Stamford
Bridge, where they played for the then

"Prince of Wales, who later became King

Edward Vil
Hope you'ali'have a great day and cheer the
Eagles onto victory.

RN

rSuu nders Abboﬂw

of Beckenham

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news

EAGLES
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[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times]
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charge of First Team affairs. The receni‘_r“esults have been fantastic and you have certainly
played a very important part. It does make a difference to the players when the stadium:
is full of Palace fans cheering them on and there is no doubt in my mind that this hast

new Official Palace Supporters; €Iub or jnnlc;r Eagles free of charge.

For those of you concerned aboul the ﬁrrem admlnlstmtlon peried, all revenue from
Season Tickets will be held in a separate
campaign, it will not be used tq y off emstlng

| hope we can show the true spirit of Hg:e fans@ming the 1998!99 f‘gure and
showing publicly how we can pull togetherin the face «
30th june 1932 and existing seats will be: hg;d until the same date. I will be on ClubCall
each week from now with an update on hew we ing. Why not encourage a friend
who hasn't been a Season Ticket Holder befnre to mm you? Every elﬁn:‘counts and is
really appreciated by me. ! : i85

- St : 4
Thank you once again for your contil f'ii’“uPport and | look forward to seeing you at
Selhurst Park next season for what gromises to be a fantastic year and a start of a new
era in the history of Crystal Palace Football Ciub,

Yours sincerely

Steve Coppell e

~Thasttars, humness and property. of the company xebemgmrug

Simon Patorson 2ad David Rolsh, jeint. Admmmtm - L

|

EAGLES Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400333 for the latest news

{Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)|



(prices shown are for all home league matches]
Season Ticket g
Price
DIRECTORS® BOX J
Vice Presidents E£800
Executive Lounge/Steve Coppell Lounge
Adult £500
Senior Citizens/Students £300
| Junior £275
MAIN STAND
Stanley Stephenson/Players/Glaziers Lounge
Adult £345
Senior Citizens/Students £220
Junior £195
FAMILY AREA (BLOCKS A & J)
Adult £180
Senior Citizens/Students €120
Junior £95
ARTHUR WAIT STAND
Adult E£285
Senior Citizens/Students €160
Junior £135
WHITEHORSE LANE STAND
Adult £225
Senier Citizens/Students €120
Junior £95
HOLMESDALE STAND
Upper Tier - Gallery [No Concessians]
Adult £300
UPPER TIER
Adult £260
Senior Citizens/Students £120
Junier £95
LOWER TIER
Adult £225
Senior Citizens/Students £120
Junier £95
EXECUTIVE CAR PARK £300
PLEASE NOTE: CURRENT GOLDEN EAGLE MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE A FURTHER 5% DISCOUNT ON THE ABOVE
SEASON TICKET PRICES.
HIGHLIGHTED PRICES APPLY TO SEASON TICKETS PURCHASED PRIOR TO THE 30TH JUNE 1999 DISCOUNT
A DEADLINE ]
7 ST S =
SEASON TICKET HOLDERS AND MEMBERS WILL SHORTLY RECEIVE APPLICATION FORMS IN THE POST. PLEASE
REMEMBER THAT ANY DELAY IN RESPONDING COULD COST YOU MONEY. THE CLOSING DATE FOR REDUCED
PRICE SEASON TICKETS IS THE 30TH JUNE 1999. J 7
IF YOU REQUIRE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE SELHURST PARK BOX OFFICE ON
0181 771 8841.
BUY A SEASON TICKET - SUPPORT YOUR CLUB
v
Box Office Hotline 0181 771 8841 HERWE RO Tventy Seven)




AN EXCITING new Mitsubishi
dealer has just opened near you

MITSUBISHI HAS been voted
the most reliable manufacturer

by What Car? Magazine for the
second year running

ALL MITSUBISHIS come with an
unbeatable warranty package

FOR MORE information, race round to us soon or call BRITAIN'S

the number below

ow you don’t have to

WHAT CAR?

go to the ends of the earth ¢

VA

to find your new Mitsubishi. e

SAUNDERS ABBOTT OF CROYDON

139 SANDERSTEAD ROAD, SQUTH CROYDON, SURREY
TELEPHONE: 0181 651 6802

www.saundersa

bbott.co.uk

HALF TIME CHALLENGE

55,254

LUCKY NUMBER




the fast and furious appeal of ice

hockey to the fervour of football
as a youngster, but he is now leading
Charlton's Premiership survival
attempts - and impressing along the
way.
"l wasn't particularly interested in
football when | was growing up and
just played it for fun,” said Pringle.
“lce hockey was my big game before |
got into football at 18."

VITAL ADDITION

Charlton fans will certainly be glad that
Pringle, who arrived as a New Year's
present when signing for £800,000
from Portuguese outfit Benfica three
months ago, finally decided to pursue
his football career. His
goals and passion for
the game have been 2
vital addition to their
ranks.

Stril(er Martin Pringle preferred

In the modern day
mould, Pringle is a
forward who not only
strives to provide the
goals that are expected
from him, but also
works relentlessly for
his side.

It was a team ethic the
28-year-old exemplified
perfectly during
Charlton’s 1-0 win
against London rivals
West Ham last week when he ran
himself ragged pestering the
opposition defence.

He said: "This team are not worth
getting relegated. They have ability and
work too hard. We have not been
beaten big-time by anyone and the lads
put in a lot of effort.”

CRUCIAL GOALS

No striker or team can survive without
goals, however, and although Pringle
has not set the world atight with his
scoring strike rate, his goals, for a side
where they have been a rarity this
season, have been crucial.

A week after making his debut as a
substitute agains! Southampton, he
opened his account for the club against
Newcastle with a dramatic last minute
egualiser.

The tension of a relegation battle may
now awsit Pringle for the rest of the
season, but he says it is still better
than his time at Benfica, who he joined
from Swedish side Helsingborg.

He explained: "I came ta Charlton to
play first team football which | wasn't
getting at Benfica. | started the season
for them, but after five or six games

Dlal the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for

the latest news

"IT1S A SMALL
CLUB, BUTIT IS
LIKE A FAMILY
AT CHARLTON.

EVERYONE IS
FRIENDLY AND
THAT'S WHAT |
LIKE. YOU FEEL

AT HOME."

‘and that's what | like. You feel

something happened as |
didn’t play from there on.

the standard of play in the
Premiership and,
surprisingly, he has a werd
of warning for those ready to
criticise English referees at
any opportunity.

He concluded: “The standard
5 in the Premiership is very
good. Thc referees are the

“That was disappointing as |
had been playing guite well
and enjoying my football, but
had been pushed aside. |
started wondering what | had
done wrong.

big difference for me. They are far
better here. They get criticised in
England, but you should take a
look in Portugal.

“Just ask Brian Deane who is
at Middlesbrough now and
used to play in Portugal. He is
2 big and strong striker and
every time he pushed a
central defender over a free-
kick would be given agzinst him
and he got a lot of yellow cards.

“I had two-and-a-half
years at Benfica
and there were
not too many
good times. Itis
a great club as
long == you are
winning, As
S00N 3s you
lose you start
getting hammered,
no matter who you are.”

He continued: "l saw
Charlton play a couple
of times as | had Sky in
Portugal and | alse had
a talk with Scott Minto,
who was at Benfica and
used to play for them.
Then | made the decision which wasn't
too hard.

"It is a small club, but it is like a family
at Charlton. Everyone is friendly

“In the Premiership it is give and take
which is what football should be about.
It is a physical game.”

By Mandeep Sanghera
Collings Sport

at home.”

BETTER REFEREES

Pringle is not only
enjoying the
opportunity to
play first team
footbail,
but
also

Twenty Nine
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hinese domestic football can be a
' bit of a struggle. Low on

resources, the country’s top
teams have few facilities, face long,

arduous train journeys to away games,

and operate on tight budgets. So Fan
Zihyi and Sun Jihai have adjusted
rather well to the new, streamlined
Palace.

“Football at home is extremely popular,
but very new. The western game is the
model on which we are building, but at
the moment many aspects are still
basic. So yes, | suppose we are bath
used to hardship! It is very sad that the
club is having such difficulty. We are
both very keen to stay and help the
recovery next seasan. Our football has
been very good recently, so if the club’s
troubles off the field can be solved, we
lock forward to a strang challenge for
promotion next season. Crystal Palace
has many, many fans in China now, and
| hope everything will soan be sorted
out.”

MASS OF PUBLICITY

Having arrived amid a mass of publicity
last year, Fan and Sun seemed to
represent everything that looked good
about the new Terry Venables regime -
forward looking, adventurous and
ambitious. They settled in quickly, and,
disciplinary problems aside, impressed
everyone right from the off. But now
that the Venables era1s over, the pair _
have come Lo represent arguably the
only two enduring successes of a spall
from which the club faces a massive
struggi= to recover.

“We are both very sad, but it remains a
privilege just to have the chance to play
English football. It is something that |
have always wanted. Before the World
Cup our national team came here to
train, and that was when the possibility
of us signing for Crystal Palace was
first investigated. We als layed al

was the most enthuala_stg {
very exciting to be heré:;]' :

FAST AND PHYSICAL i

g

The ease with which the adjustment has

been made continues to impress - a
when the voting for ‘Player of the Yg
begins. both Fan and Sun could wpll\_. s
in with a shout. !
“English football is fast and physical,
Chinese is slow and technigue-based

ki

The combination has benefited us both '-

when we go home to play nationally, we
are both fitter, quicker thinking and
more agile. It is a graat advantage to
football in our country to have these
new influences - it will not be tes many

EAGLES

"spcfrhrg family - his

ears before China as a footballing
nation becomes very strong.”

But on a smaller scale, there remains
one guestion for which it's still difficult
to find an answer. While Sun has made

the left-wing back pasition his own, Fan,

in the eight months he has been here,
continues to float through a variety of
roles. Se which is his favourite?

“0Oh everyone asks me that, but | will

not tell them. | will do my very best

Shanghai with my parents. Whan we
went back home for the Asian games,
we were lold she was teo small to travel
back again, That is very difficult for both
of us, as | am sure you can imagine. But
she was bern in this country, and when
| come back for the start of next season,
we will bring her back to her
homeland!”
Life in Croydon is still proving
something of a challenge - but it’s not
without its culinary

wherever Mr Coppell
needs me to play. | have
played in defence,
midfield and attack, and
soon maybe | will play in
goal! | am happy as long
as | play, and as long as |
am effective for the team.
That is vital for a
footballer”

Fan hails from a strong

53 loolballer

re33
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“My.father was always very concerned

.. that | should be exposed to football, and
iiil| gaickly came to love it. He is now very
= proud of me, and very committed to

si¥elping my career. Both my parents

“travelled to England to see me play for

Palace at the end of last year, and they
follow all our games on the television.
“I live here now in Croydon with my
wife, and she also enjoys the football.
But at the moment we are withaut our

Y baby daughter Si Jing who is in

perks.

“There is not 2 major
problem with my
language during training
or in the matches, as the
game speaks for itsali.
But there is a problem in
day Lo day life. Shopping,
banking, all sorts of
things can be very
problematic. We are
becoming used to it
though, and are making
efforts to learn the
language and to fit in. My
wife cooks wonderful

Chinese food, which
reminds us both of home,
but | do like English
potatoes, and | love, | very
much love, fish and chips.
Fish and chips is not
healthy, but it is a very
good thing, and | have
noticed Croydon has many
excellent fish and chip
sheps.”

SETTLING IN
In fact, the family are settling into life in
England really rather well - and,
without being badgered by the milliens
of fans who follow his every move back
in China, Fan has had plenty of time for
sight-seeing.
"I have been all around London now -
we have been lo see Big Ben, Trafalgar
Square, Soho and China Town, and it is
a beautiful city, especially in the
sunshine. We have also been on a day
trip to Brighton - although | was told
not to tell that to Crystal Palace
supporters. But it is all a very lovely
country, and people have been very nice
to us here. | hope to wark here for a
long time.”

David Hills

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news
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Thirty Two

CRYSTAL PALACE FOO

PRESENTS

THE TDK TROPHY 1999

CORPORATE 6-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT

SUNDAY, 9TH MAY 1999
SELHURST PARK STADIUM

This is your chance to show your skills on the “hallowed turf” )
of Selhurst Park. IR
Companies are invited to enter a team into this unique event. (g
Players must work either full or part-time for the company ;
entered

¢ Every participant will receive a TDK Goody bag plus 2
a snack lunch. 7

¢ Each team will play at least three games on the /
Selhurst Park pitch.

¢ Each team will have a photo taken in the
stadium.

¢ Each team will receive a half page in the
tournament programme, featuring a
company advertisement and details of the
players involved.

¢ The winners and the runners up will receive
additional TDK merchandise plus trophies to he
presented by a Crystal Palace V.I.P.

¢ The winning company will be featured in the
Palace News newspaper and the matchday
programme of the new season.

A fully licensed bar and refreshments will he
available all day.

Only £475.00 + vat per team
(Max. 8 persons per team).

This event is sponsared by

STDK.

Last year this event sold out, so it is important to
make your booking as soon as possible to aveid

disappointment. To book your team’s place in the
tournament contact The Corporate Sales Team on:

0181-768 6000

Ay EABLES Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news
[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)




‘So | ask : \
Peter REld get the awani :
Well done Steve, keep up the good
work - we are all behind you.
Lynda Vass, Purley

Dear In Off The Post,

1 must write to compliment Steve and
the players for their tremendous
attitude and spirit over the last few
difficult weeks. The relief of the
‘Barnsley win lifted everybody. and the
performances against |pswich and
Grimsby were outstanding in the
circumstances. Steve has instilled a
real ‘togetherness’ in the squad wlnch
was not there previously.

With the talented youngsters coming
through - Mullins, Morrison, Thomson,
Evans etc - there is surely a chink of
light at the end of the dark financial
tunnel.

Nick Bowden, Sittingbourne

PS. | am now going to write to FIFA to
request a rule change - all league
games to be shortened to 88 minutes.
That should ensure at {east another 10
points every season!

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)

PROGRAMME FAIR

The Football Programme
Directory will be'presenting
the 25th internatianal .
Football Memorabilia and
Programme Fairat the Hotel Russell, Russell
Sguare, Londan WC1 on Saturday 5th June 19%9
commencing 3t 11 15am andfigishing at 4. 15pm. .
Admissionis by ticket priced 30£1.00.[E£1.50 on
the door) available fram David Stacey, The Editar

—and Events Organiser; The FPD, 45:5outhend
Road, Wickford, Essex SS11 8EN,

———

Please enclese an SAE. To mark the Fair s 25th
anniversary. all collectors who attend will be
given.a small Seuvenir.of their visit.

Dear In Off The Post,

We were shocked and saddened to hear of the recent
departure of Pete King from the Palace staff. He was
one of the most highly visible and respected staff
members at Palace through his work with the
excellent Matchday Programme, Palace News,
Selhurst Six, Palace Radio and Cable 17. We are
really struggling to understand how the decision was
made to release someone whose ebullient
personality is so integral to Palace’s public profile.
Whilst fanzines and club publications are not
traditionally the best of friends, we have always
found Pete to be fair and accomodating in all of our
dealings with him, even if he didn't always agree with
what we've said. We would, through this letter, like to
thank him for all he has done to promote Palace and
send our best wishes to him for the future.

At least there is a glimmer of hope in the chairman’s
statement on radio, that the club is looking to re-
employ as many people as possible when finances
permit. We would urge the chairman to do
everything in his power to ensure that, in Pete’s case,
this is not just another empty promise - Palace need
the likes of Pete King onboard.

Neil & Laurie
Palace Echo Fanzine

Ed’s reply: Thanks for your kind comments. | can
assure you that the high standard of the department’s
work will not be adversely affected by Pete’s
regrettable departure.

Dear in Off The Post

imuld like to wish my daughter Angela Dunnion @
yery happy 12th birthday for taday [17th Aprill. She
is a Junior Eagle and season ticket holder in the
lower tier of the Holmesdale Road Stand. Her
favourite player is Leon McKenzie.

Tony Dunnion

Ed’s note: Everyone at Crystal Palace would also

like to wish young Angela a very happy birthday
and hope that she can celebrate her day with a
Palace victory.

marvellous saght toseet

opposite us full of the red and
white shirts of the Sundertahd
enthusiasts who had travelled over
300 miles to see the game. What
impressed and really moved me
though was a marvellous gesture
after the teams had left the field at
the end of the match. As the
Sunderland supporters filed out of
the stadium, the Palace faithful in
the adjacent stand stood upand
applauded them - a sight | have
never witnessed in over 50 years of
attending football maiches. If all
fixtures were p(ayed under such
sporting conditions the game
would be sa much betler i

Air Commodore C H Reineck OBE
The Royal Air Force Benevalent
Fund, London

Dear In Off Post

| would like to say how pleased | am
that the club have once again made
a special ticket offer for the Swindon
game. | will be bringing my son to
his first match which, | hope, will be
the first of many.

N. Smith, Caterham

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

‘In Off The Post’ is a page for you,
the supporters. If you have any
comments or photos relating to any
aspect of the club’s activities, would
like to announce a birthday, or have
a question to ask a member of staff,
then we would be delighted to hear
from you. Please send your

contributions to: ‘In Off The Post’,
Palace Publications, Selhurst Park,
London, SE25 6PU. Alternatively,

you can fax us on 0181 653 6312.
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A continuing account of the previous
seasons ten, twenty and thirty years ago
that Crystal Palace gained promotion to
top flight football.

Saturday 12th April was the day that
Palace virtually claimed the second
promotion place to Division One after
gaining a point at Preston in a goalless
draw. With Chariton also drawing away at
Huddersfield and Middlesbrough
surprisingly lesing at home for the first
time to relegated Bury, only a 7-0 home
defeat by Fulham a week later could deny
us and, even then, the club still had a
fixture in hand over the others. The
Palace fans were already celebrating
before the kick-off at Deepdale as David
Payne was offered a swig of champagne
just before the start, while some was
sprinkled over the match ball. One can
only imagine the celebrations on the train
journey home. This was nothing
compared to the scenes at Selhurst Park
following the game against London rivals
Fulham. The Cottagers were already on
their way down but, in front of a crowd of
ever 34,000, they established a twe goal
lead. However, a minute after the break
Steve Kember swept in 2 rebound and
then, on the hour, Colin Tayler played a
wanderful ball into the path of Mark
Lazarus who fired home the squaliser.
Three minutes later leading scorer Cliff
Jackson gave Palace the lead, followed by
his gladiatorial salute, and at the final
whistle the fans ran onto the pitch to
celebrate a journey into the

The Eagles qot back to winning ways
during the two fixtures over the Easter
period, but the situation was so tight at
the top of Division Two that only two
points separated the top four clubs. On
Saturday 14th April Palace travelled to
the former home of Bristol Rovers at
Eastville and, despite having most of the
play in the second half, it seemed that a
victory would not be forthcoming.
However, two minutes from time lan
Walsh latched onto a ball from the left,
turned very quickly and fired in a low shot
into the right hand corner of the net. In
front of 30,000 spectators the following
Tuesday evening, it took a goal from Jerry
Murphy to give Palace maximum points
against local rivals Charlton. The win took
the Eagles into third place above
Sunderland and only ene peint behind
Stoke and Brighton. it was still just as
tight after the following weekend when
Palace travelled to Leicester for an
unusual Friday evening fixture, This time
the hero was Paul Hinshelwood with an
equalising goal in injury time, after the
Foxes had taken an eleventh minute lead.
Billy Gilbert lobbed the ball into the box,
Jerry Murphy hit the post and, in the
melee, ‘Deris’ scrambled the ball home.
Other results meant that Palace dropped
back to fourth with Sunderland taking top
place.

1989 ;

The games were falling thick and fast as
the Eagles completed eight.

e

unknown - Palace had never
before been in the top division
of the Football League. Words
cannot do justice to the
feelings felt by everybody, but
abiding memories are of the
players stripping off in the
directors’ box with every
available piece of kit being
thrown to the masses below,
while later in a radio interview
Mark Lazarus summed it up by
saying "We’re all goin' potty down
‘ere!”

) fixtures during April.

Successive victories over Leeds
and Oldham meant five wins in
the previous six games and this
momentum carried the club
into the play-off positions. Two
tricky away matches at Hull
and Plymouth, sandwiched by a
home encounter against

| Portsmouth, brought maximum
j| points without a goal being
conceded. lan Wright topped
his tally for the previous campaign
as he scored the only goal at Hull seconds
before half-time on 11th April. On the

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 233 for the latest news

....................... —an

. During this week
1746

follewing Saturday afternoon goals from
Wright and Bright silenced the Pompey
chimes, while at Home Park a week
later Mark Bright nettad in each half for
the 2-0 winning scoreline. Thoughts of
automatic promotion were virtually
snuffed out at play-off rivals Swindon.
Postponed from the start of the season,
the game eventually took place on 25th
April. The only goal came in the 36th
minute when Steve White natted from
close range.

By lan King

The Jacobite Scots were defeated
at the Battle of Culloden, near
inverness, by English forces led
by the Duke of Cumberland.
Bonnie' Prince Charlie escaped
from this last battle to take place .
on British soil. PR

1960
American rock stars Eddie
Cochran and Gene Vincent were

¢ involved in a major car crash
¢ while touring England. Cochran

was killed and Vincent seriously
injured.

1970

E The first hand-held electronic

pocket calculator was announced
by the Canon company in Japan

F 1984

£ W.P.C. Yvonne Fletcher was shot

dead during an anti-Libya

. demonstration in London.

' Top of the Pops

1969 _
| Heard It Through The Grapevine
- Marvin Gaye

L 1979
¢ Bright Eyes - Art Garfunkel

| 1989

Like A Prayer - Madonna

EA 8 L:E-S

{Calls are.charged at 60p/min atall timas]




EXxperience a
world of dlfference. oo

...at the new British Airways Travel Shop, located
within Allders of Croydon.

* Flights - all major airlines

* Holidays - a wide range of selected operators
* Cruises and Tailor Made

* Hotel Accommodation

* Car Hire

* Insurance

* Airport Parking

» Passport and Visa Service

* Foreign Exchange

For tailored solutions to all your leisure and business travel needs, combined with
an unrivalled quality of service and travel experience visit the new

British Airways Travel Shop, Allders of Croydon,
North End, Croydon CR9 1SB or call 0181 760 0648.

We give you 1 AIR MILES award for every £5 you spend.

BRITISH AIRWAYS
TRAVEL SHOPS




 forahard game. From a mager ‘s point
i of view, with Arsenal fielding guality
" players such as Steve Bould, Matthew
‘Upson, Gilles Grimandi, Luis Boa Morte
and Stephen Hughes, it was not difficult
‘to motivate our players. To be honest, in
‘the first half, | thaught we did quite well,
but the guality of their finishing saw us
2-0 down at the break. Unfortunately, in
the second half, they virtually over ran us
and netted 2 further three times.
f However, our team battled really hard
and | certainly couldn’t fault them for
effort over the ninety minutes. |
explained to my players after the match
that if they want to progress in this game
they need to attain that sort of standard.
Not only that, the workrate and the way
some of their senior players closed us
down was of the highest quality. Overall | '

Wed Aug 1% Southampton
Wed  Aug 26 Wimbledon
Wed Sep 2 AFC Bournemouth
Wed Sep?¥ Peterborough United
F Wed Sep 16 Fulham
Wed Sep 23 Barnet
Mon Sep 28 Reading
g Tues Octé Gueens Park Rangers
Wed Oct 14 Wycombe Wanderers
Thurs Oct 29 Watfora
- Wed Nov & Luton Tewn™
. Wed Nov 25 Oxford
Wed Dec 2 Cambridge United
Thurs Dec 10 Portsmouth
Thurs Jan 21 Gillingham
Wed Feb 10 Brentford
Feb 15 Northampton Town
Feb 18 Swindon Town
Feh 25 Ipswich Town
Mar & MNorwich City
Mar 1é Colchester United
Mar 23 West Ham United
Wed Apr7 Arsenal
= Mon Apr 19 Chelsea
Maon Apr 26 Brighton & Hove Albion
I Thu Apr 29 Tottenham Hotspur
i 1 Tues Mayi Millwall
TBA Charlton Athletic

All CPFC Home Reserve matches will be
7.30pm kick-off at Crawley Town FC, unless
otherwise announced.

Please confirm venues and kick off times

with the club

* Played at Streete Court at the request of Luto

some of the youngsters who'
have progressed into Steve
Coppell’s team recently such
as David Woozley, Andrew
Martin, Andrew Frampton and
Wayne Carlisle. One of the
most pleasing aspects for me is
when these players make the step
up and acquit themselves well in the first
team. However, as | have said before in
the match programme, it can be
frustrating when you don’t have a settled
side at reserve level. The under-19
Academy side, managed by Peter
Nichelas, have done exiremely well this
season and also, when some of the
players have played for me, they have
performed really well.

Finally, with all the off field problems we
have had of late, | must say how
delighted | am the way in which resulis
have improved. The players have gone

Team
Charlton
Watford
Tottenham Hotspur

A L2-& Peterborough

H W4-1 Southampton

H L2-3 lpswich

A W41 Chelsea

A D1 Calchester

H L2-3 Fulham

A D11 Nerthampton

A L2-3 Arsenal

A W40

H L2-5 West Ham Utd

A W 3-1 AFC Bournemouth

A DaO-0 Norwich

H LO0-1 Portsmouth

H D11 Q.PR

H Wz2-0 Luton Town

A D1 Wimbledon

H Wi-0 Barnet

H W30 Oxford United

: ";,“2'_31 Crystal Palace

i (=2 Brighton

A D2-2 ‘ Swmdgn Town

A LOD-S Cambridge Utd

A Millwall

A Brentford

H : Reading

A -~ = Wycombe

H Gillingham

n.

cluding 11

who, at the beginning of the
season, would not have
thought they were in with a
‘chance of first team foothall,
hava new been able to prove
themselves at this level. It is
those players who are the
future of Crystal Palace and,
so far, have certainly given

a reason to look forward.

Don't forget that our next match at
reserve level is on Monday when we face
Chelsea at Kingsmeadow, Kingstonian.
The game kicks off at 7.00pm.

Avon Insurance Combination
Wednesday, 7th April 1999

Arsenzl 5

Crystal Palace 0

Line-up: Gregg, Beardman [Wright],
Framptan [Cook], Graham, Burton,
Hankin, Carlislte, Hibburt lcsanel Martin,

. Kabba, Evans.

Home Away
PWDLF A WDLTF A PTS
238 1 4 26 147 2 1 15 7 &8
238 3 0 206 5 5 2 25 13 47
2101 1 29 6 5 1 & 13 15 47
257 3 3 22 13 & 3 3 24 15 45
258 2 3 27 16 6 1 5 21 1B &5
225 1 & 14 108 2 2 28 14 42
238 2 2 16 6 5 1 5 13 14 42
27103 3 3517 3 0 8 11 26 42
245 3 3 20 137 2 4 34 22 &1
248 2 8§ 23 143 2 4L 16 16 37
287 2 3 2113 4 5 13 17 3%
238 4 1 33 121 & 5 13 19 35
266 1 5 24 17 4 4 & 19 20 35
265 2 6 15 13 5 3 5 20 18 35
255 2 5 18 19 5 3 5 14 13 35
266 2 5 20 18 4 2 7 19 15 34
256 3 4 25 16 3 3 & 14 24 33
254 5 2 1311 F &5 14 18 32
244 2 5 15 255 3 5 16 246 32
235 1 4 16 125 0 8 14 29 3
234 1 5 20 17 &4 5 4 20 24 30
243 4 3 11 14 4 5 5 10 14 30
253 2 B 9 22 L& 1 & 15 24 24
232 5 5 20 26 3 0 7 12 30 2
224 1 6 16 211 4L 6 B 20 20
213 5 3 13171 27 8 19 19
223 3 4 16 152 0 107 23 18
233 4 5 13251 28 8 24 18
0 3 8 7 202 28 7 BN

499

everyone connected with the club




‘Savings made easy
with the World’'s No.1’
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Last season the Nationwide Football League
saw some spectacular saves

It pays to decide...

’ Nationwide|

Contact your local Nationwide Building Society branch at
51 The Broadway, West Ealing, London W13 9BP
Telephone: (0181) 918 0100
http:/i’www.nationwide.co.uk

The World's No.1 Building Society
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Three weeks ago we played Arsenal at
home at under-17 level. We lost 2-0
but, to be fair, | felt we played quite
well. We fielded a very young side
because we wanted to take 3 final look
at some of the boys we are taking on
next season. It was a good exercise for
us and we have decided to recruit
seven players, which is a2 good intake. |
am excited by that fact and | am surs
we will have another good season next
year. The boys will be signing
scholarship forms which has replaced
the old YTS system.

At under-19 level, on 30th March, we
faced Chariton at home and won the
match 2-1 with goals from Andrew
Martin and Wayne Carlisle. We have
had a bit of a poor run in the under-
19s recently, but this is
understandable because a number of
the players have been drafted in at
first team level. Therefore, it has made
us a little weak at times. We were able
to put out a stronger team against
Charlton and it was a very good
victory. The following day we travelled
to Arsenal for another under-19 game,
Due to the first team’s fixtures over
the Easter period, Steve Coppell toock
several players from the side that
faced Charlton. This meant that again
we used an under strength team and it
was not too surprising that we lost the
game 6-1. However, | would like to

meantien Sean Hankin, who played very  J Middlesbrough at Streete Courtin the @

YOUTH ACADEMY CRYSTAL PALACE F.C. U/17

FIXTURES 1998/99 :
Home fixtures in BOLD
Middiesbrougl
Batach 2

=g

Covenlry-
CHARLTON
Southampion

gPR

Milly
Bristol City
Southampton

L
W
W
L
W
D
L
L
w
D
b
L

Leicester [play-off}

'-g PETER NICHOLAS TAKES A LOOK
4\ 8 AT THE PALACE ACADEMY SCENE

well during the match, and Christian
Diamond, who played his first game
for the under-19's.

You will no doubt have noticed that |
have been working with the first team
on matchdays and | must say that |
was delighted with the inclusion of a
number of youngsters. James Hibburt,
David Woozley and
Andrew Frampton
have done
extremely well to
get their chances. |
have been pushing
David for a long
time,as heisa
player of immense
potential, and has
performed
creditably at the
heart of the
defence. Also, both
Andrew Martin and
Wayne Carlisle
[pictured) are doing
very well and
certainly have not
let the club down when they have been
called upon. All of these players have
worked very hard to get where they
are and | am sure that, if they are
patient, they will be important
members of the senior squad for a2
long time to come.

Finally, last Saturday we faced

Q—H;JK..IQO

o

A

Please confirm dates and venues of matches with the club

Dial___tl_a__g Palacg'_g_l_glggall_l on 0891400 333 for the latest news

[Calls are charged at 40p/min at all times

YOUTH ACADEMY CRYSTAL PALACE F.C. U/19
~ FIXTURES 1998/99.

beterhoraugh
ewcastle

Aston Villa

Bristol City
L8 H

al
Middiasbrough {play-off]

Academy under-19 play-offs. After
finishing second in our league it paired
us with a team from 2 northern
league. Unfortunately, we lost the
game 2-1, and | will write about this
match, together with the under-17's
play-off game against Leicester, which
took place yesterday, in our final
programme of the season.

Academy Under 17
League

Saturday 27th March 1999
Crystal Palace 0 Arsenal 2
Palace: Jones, Locke,
Hunt, Williams, Geoding,
Diamond, Surrey, Smith,
Walsh, Amoako, Price.

Academy Under 19
League

Tuesday 30th March 1999
Crystal Palace 2
Charlton 1

Scorers: Carlisle, Martin
Palace: Jones, Gooding,
Harris, Boardman,
Frampton, Carlisle, Dusane, Hankin,
Martin, Sharpling, Williams.

Wednesday 31st March 1999
Arsenzl 6 Crystal Palace 1

Scorer: Wilde (sub]

Palace: Jones, Boardman, Gooding,
Hankin, Cooke, Sharpling, Diamond,
Williams, Dusane, Smith, Carlisle.
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) FAMILY DAY [L1TT TR
[ONE DAY ONLY]

Squad Sweatshirts
Kiddies £15 Adulfs £20

gl
Hinlis
-nl 1

e 4 "'_'n}
Y. . . - .
——7 5
"—-—:-:——-—S
STDK e
Polo Shirts Black & Navy
£12.50

% Stadium Jackets "
Kiddies £25 Adults £35

& Tracksuits PN 2

Large & Exira Large £40

BN A
5.4 o
ey

‘& Selected T. Shirts £2.50

& Pyjama Case £3.00 f
-§* Team Poster 10p %f
% Player Photos ~ 10p ( I

ci SELHURST PARK CLUB SHOP & MAIL ORDER - 0181-748 6100
=l : ;

Dial the Palace Clubcall on _l_]8l91 40[?;_!3_3‘_{9{ _@_l_\_g_!__!_:_g_t_ggt_ news

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)




N Crystal Patace’s
home gama
against high-
flying Bradford
City results in
another good
victory for Steve
Coppell's side,
courtesy of Fan
Zhiyi's tong
range goalin

m Wuozley the first half.

Following the

| transfer deadline day departures of five

key players, young defender David Woozley
is handed a first team debut and performs
creditably slongside Craig Moore. |n the
crowd to witness the Eagles’ win, which
exfends the club’s unbeaien run to
eighteen games, are ex-Palace stars Carlo
Nash and Matthew Jansen.

The only game of the night in Division Cne
sees Wolves easily beat Crewe Alexandra

-at home 3-0, which consclidates their

play-off place. It is reported in the national
press that England’s friendly against
Hungary, scheduled for later next month,
1s almost certzin to be called off because
of the Balkan crisis. Earlier in the day, the
Palace under-19 side beat Charlion 2-1.

New club Administrators, Moare
Stephens, confirm that the High Courl has
granted an'Administration Order. Mark
Goldberg said: “Today’s court order marks
a new beginning for Crystal Palace
Football Club. We are delighted to be
working with:Moore Stephens Booth
White, one of the UK's leading corporate
recovery firms.” The under-19s are in
action again, but unfortunately lose -1
away to Arsenal.

Central defander Craig Moore rejoins
Glasgow Rangers after having spent just
six months with
the Eagles.
Reperis state
that the deal,
valued at 1.2
million, has
wiped off the
debt Palace owed
Rangears for
Maore and
Gordan Petric. It
is 3 sad day at

the club as the Administrators start to
irmplement their cost cutting plans, but
they do preserve seventy-seven jobs.

Dean Austin’s first goal for seven years in
the league sees Palace register 3 ‘double’

owver Norwich City. Following the departurs

of Craig Meore and Sagi Burton’'s
suspension, Steve Coppell gives full
dlebuts to both Andrew Frampton and
Andrew Martin, while James Hibburi
rnakes his first appearance from the
subslitutes’ bench. In the day’s biggest
victory, lpswich Town thrash Swindon 4-8
=it The County Ground. In the Pramiership.
tenanis Wimbledon draw 1-1 with
Manchester United, while the teams who
competed in the recent Worthington Cup
Finat maet at White Hart Lane. On this
qccasian, however, Laicaster defeat
Tottenhamn by two goals to nil. In the 145th
Hoat Race, Cambridge record their 7th
consecutive victory over Oxford

At Selhurs! Park Clinton Morrison's
eleventh goal of the season secures 2
point for Palace against runaway leaders
Sundertand in
front of the
Eagles” biggest
crowd of the
SCason,
Defender
Gordan Petne
plays in his first
match since
13th March
after being
absenl due to
humanitarian
m Morrison sy
Around the
division lowly Crewe surprisingly beat
West Brom 5-1 away, while second placed
Ipswich beat QPR and Bradiord win away
&t Bury. In the Premiership, ex-Eagle
Dougie Freedman scores for Nettingham
Forest in their 2-2 draw wath Liverpool,
while €harlton move out of the bottom
three after defeating West Ham 1-0.

"7TH APRIL

Steve Kember takes his reserve side to
Highbury to face an experienced Arsenal
team which includes Steve Bould and Luis
Hoa Morte. The Gunners run out
convincing 5-0 winners. At Old Trafford a
late goal from Ryan Giggs salvages a draw
for Manchester United in the Champions’
L.eague semi-final first leg against
Juventus.

Chelsea draw 1-1 with Real Mallorca in
the first l=g of the Europ=an Cup

Winners" Cup semi-final ai Stamiord
Bridge. Mallorca’s Dani, 2 reported target
for Arsenal, nets the opening goal, but
the giant Tore Andre Flo equalises for the
Blues in the second half There is
controversy during the match as Dennis
Wise allegedly bites the shoulder of
defender Elena Marcelino.

The Government blocks BShyB's £623
million takeover bid of Manchester
United, while Liverpool striker Robbie
Fowler receives a six match ban and is
fined £32,000 by the FA following his
controversial goal ‘celebration’ and for
his recent clash with Graeme Le Saux. Le
Saux, meanwhile, is fined £5,000 and
given & one malch ban.

Palace’s goed form of late continues as
they secure 3 point at Molineux in a
goalless drawe. The rasult sees Palsce
move inte $th place. Al the top of the
table Sunderland beat Huddersfield 2-0,
which means they need just one more
victory to gain promotion to the top flight.
Inthe Premiership, struggling clubs
Southampten, Nottingham Forest and
Charlton all lose away from home. The
Martel Grand National al Aintree 1s won
by Bobbyjo at a price of 10-1. In 2nd place
15 Blue Charm (25-1). in 3rd Call It A Day
{7-1) and &th is Addington Boy {10-1). The
favourite, Fiddling the Facts, falls at the
22nd fence.

11THAPRIL

The Brazilian Grand Prix is won by
Finland’s Mika Hakkinen, while British
drivers Damen Hill and David Coulthard
fail to finish. In the FA Cup semi-finals
Manchester United draw 0-0 with Arsenal
after axtra-time at Villa Park and,
therafore, go to 2 replay, while at Old
Trafford Newcastle reach their second
consecutive final after defeating
Tottenham 2-0. Both goals come from
England forward Alan Shearer, the first
from the penalty spol and the second two
minutes frem time with a stunning strke.
In rugby union Scotland win the Five
Nations Championship after England lose
by just one point in their match with
Wales

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times]
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TDK Iamily Day Competition

Action-Packed Family Day Out Courtesy of TDK

TDK, the UK's favourite recording media
manufacturer, are transforming Saturday 17
April at Selhurst Park into "Family Day’. What
better place to get the family together than at a
footie match, and a Crystal Palace footie match
at that [let’s hear you cheering on those
Eagles!).

TDK is an internationally recognised brand, with
illuminated advertising boards in some of the
world's most prestigious landmarks, including
Piccadilly Circus, Paris - France, Tokyo - Japan,
New York - USA. It is the main sponsor of the
IAAF World Athletics
Championships and
a major corporate
sponsor of music
tours, which have
included Janet
Jackson’s Velvet
Rope’ tour during
1998 and Tina
Turner’s ‘Wildest
Dreams’ tour in
1996. To top it all,
TDK offers a wide
range of the most
up-to-date, high
quality recording
products, from
audio and video
tapes, to minidiscs
and DVD, the very
latest in recording technology.

Today, TDK are giving 10 families the chance to
win yet another fun-filled day. This tirme to
Thorpe Park, with 10 sets of family tickets
[comprising 2 adult tickets and 2 child tickets) to
be won. These lucky winners will also receive 3
goadie bag full of TDK’s own family of products.

For your chance to win, all you have to do is
answer the following question and send details
on the coupon below to: TDK/Crystal Palace
competition, PMS, 3 Faraday Way, Westminster
Industrial Estate, London SE18 5TR.

Question: Name the striker who came on from
the substitute’s bench to score two goals in the
1990 FA Cup Final.

Answer............... e o s N = R s
I e i s s i s s s S SRS s
Address:............ B Rt e e e e L e e
ST T 1T

Closing date for entries to the competition is 30 April 1999.
Winners will be notified up to 28 days after this date.




UNBEATEN RUN EXTENDED TO TEN

progress made since

Steve Coppell took over
the reins of Crystal Palace
that a goalless draw at
Wolverhampton
Wanderers is greeted with
something akin to
disappointment from the
players.
“It's a good
result, but it
would have
been lovely

I t says a lot about the

tremendous job in
frustrating Colin Lee's
outfil, chasing and
harrying every ball and
making the nctoriously
impatient crowd
increasingly agitated. In
centrast, Palace’s
travelling fans were care-
free and
buoyant -
justifiably
given a run
of four

to have gota
win, wouldn'i it?” said
Craig Foster, Palace's

unbeaten

(CRAIG AN~

Australian midfielder

and captain after the departure of
Craig Moore. "We're only a few peints
off the play-offs and it would have set
up a3 tremendous last few weeks of the
season had we won against Wolves.”
Whilst that is true, the determined,
gritly nature of the defensive display
against the Midlands club was shill
heartzning for
Palace

supporters.

When Coppell

was placed in
command of what
appeared to be a
rapidly sinking ship
in January, Palace
had not kept a clean
sheel for three months. &
Indeed, that run had teen
extended to six months
when Barnsley visited
Sethurst Park at the end of
February. However, a 1-0 win
was recorded over the Tykes
and the Eagles have not looked
back since: just six goals have
been conceded in the last
ten games and not &
single defeat suffered.
Heady days indeed for

a side that was being
tipped by the media
experts for a struggle
against relegation come May.

IMPRESSIVE

The affair at Molineux last Saturday
was a tepid one, with very few chances
created by either side. Waolves, whose
recent record against Palace is poor,
particularly in the Black Country, were
placed in fifth position at the start of
the game and had every incentive for
victory with the play-offs once again
beckoning. However, Palace did a

infamous
Molineux roar was rendered a puny
whimper as it became obvious that a
goal was not going to be recorded.
Foster was satisfied with the
professional nature of the
performance: it was a2 good, fighiing
performance from the players. They
had a few chances, but our defence

Y was superb, particularly in the second

half, and we've won a valuable peint.
The result
kesps the
unbeaten
run going
SO

confidence
should be high for the rest of the
campaign.”

MASTERFUL MULLINS

Once again, an excellent team
performance was peppered with
impressive individual-displays. Hayden
Mullins, playing in the sweeper role he
clearly relishes, was magnificent,
tidying up on the rare occasions that
the well-marshalled back-line of

' Gordan Petric, Dean Austin, Sun Jihai

!Z_)igl the Pz{!_agg_{_;lubcall on'_98?1 400 333 for the latest news

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)

and David Woozley were breached and
showing an accomplished assurance
beyond his years. "Hayden was
outstanding,” agreed Foster, “but he
has been ever since he was moved
back to the sweepsr position. In the
secand half, they brought on a young
lad who was very guick, but Haydsn
soon had the measure of him. He is
very cool under pressure,” added the
30-year old, who celebrated his
birthday just two days ago. Foster also
recognises the impertance of
establishing this remarkable run of
form that has seen Palace leap

from eighteenth lafter the 1-0 defeat at
Port Vale) to ranth: "It is excellent
because if you have a group of young
players in the team and g=t on 3 good
run, they play with a lot of confidence
and the run can continue. |f we had got
into a relegation battle, there would
have been problems because the
yeungsters would have been playing
under real pressure. At the moment,
though, the pressurs is off and we can
just enjoy our football.”

Certainly the feel-good factor has
returned to Palace's play and the
unearthing of gems such as David
Weozley, who loeks like he has been
playing as the Eagles centre-half for
years, and Stephen Thomson, who
dominated the midfield against Wolves,
promises graat things in the future.

CREDIT COPPELL

The chants of the fzns at the end of the
game told the real story behind
Palace’s run of recent results: We want
Coppell was the mantrz issuing forth
from the towering Jack Harris Stand
and the Eagles boss delighted his fans
by punching the air and applauding the
efforts of the supporters who had
made the journey north. For 2 man not
renowned for overt displays of
emaolicn, it was a powerful gesture and
indicative of the spirit formed at
Selhurst Park since the financial
troubles surfaced. 7l quess you could
say that it's been him that has held
this club together over the last few
months,” commentead Foster “and he
deserved the ovation from the fans
“He has shown a lot of dignity and the
players have rallied behind him.

It would be a wonderful tribute to both
Coppell and his playing staff if they
could remain undeleated until the end
of the season, starting with today's
game against struggling Swindon at
Selhurst

Andrew Fifield

Forty Three
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away since the previous March. This did
not appear te be changing when the
Town took an early lead and,
although Johnny Rainford had
equalised, Palace were 2-1 down
by half-time. However, within five
minutes of the restart Palace
were level with a goal from Cam
Burgess, who then set up
Rainford again to put us in front
for the first time. Laurie Scott's
side then lost the lead almost

It was against Swindon Town
reserves that Crystal Palace
claimed their first ever victory
after the club had been elected
to Division Two of the Southern
League. The match took place at
Swindon on 16th September
1905 as goals from skipper Ted
Birnie and Dick Harker secured
the 2-1 scoreline. With only an
opening day defeat and four more

BETWEEN OURSELVES

the same player netied the third and
shertly after came the goal of the match.
Alan Whittle combined brilliantly with
Peter Taylor to produce a tap-in goal for
himself and then, on the half-hour, Whittle
scored from the penalty spot following a
hand ball offence. The team earned 2
standing ovation fer the 5-0 half-time
scoreline, but inevitably the second period
would be an anti-climax. Peter Eastoe
scored twice for Swindon to jangle a
couple of nerves, but these were settled
twenty-five minutes from time when a
shot from Nicky Chatterton was deflected
for the Eagles’ sixth goal. Certainly a club
record and, | beljeve, the five goats in
eleven minutes stood as a league record
for a time.

dropped points, Palace went on ta romp
away with the title in a twenty-four match
campaign. Now promoted to Division
One, Palace faced a much sterner test
in a thirty-eight game
programme against clubs that
are now established league
outfits. This time we came up against
Swindon’s first team and, in the
encounter played at The Crystal Palace
on 13th October 1906, Charles

Wallace scored the first league hat-
trick by a Palace player as the visitors
were defeated 3-2.

Scotsman Peter Simpson, born in
Edinburgh in 1906, gave such an
impressive performance when he played
for Kettering against Palace in a cup tie
that the club signed him up. Simpson
easily ranks as one of the best centre
forwards in the histery of the club, even
scoring a hat-trick on his debut against
Norwich in September 1929. Simpson
created several records at
Palace; he scored six goals.in
one game; he was our leading
goalscorer for each of his first
five seasons; he scored no less
than 54 league and cup goals in
one campaign and overall
netted a prodigious 165 times
in 195 first team appearances.
In the 1934/35 season a knee
injury caused him to lose some
of his sparkle and his last
appearance in a Palace shirt was in

the away game at Swindon Town on Easter
Monday 22nd April 1935. Needless to say
he scored Palace’'s goal in the 1-1 draw
and, in the summer, joined West Ham. He
later played for Reading and, after retiring
from the game, ran a newsagents shop in
West Croydon. Peter passed away in 1974
aged 69.

When Palace travelled to Swindon to fulfil
a Division Three South fixture on 1st
November 1952, the club had not won

Dial the Palace Clubcall on
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“ Alan  Whittle

immediately but, with fifteen minutes to
go, Town were swept aside. First Rainford
completed his hat-trick and this was

followed by a brace from Burgess as he
registered his three goal salvo. It
was Burgess' third hat-trick in
four games - a club record - and
also the only occasion two Palace
players have netted hat-tricks in an
away leagué game.

SWINDON
TOWN

c.
When Cyril Spiers took the Palace

manager's seat in October 1954, one of his
early jobs was to place an emphasis on
the club producing its own young talent.
One result of this were the debuts of 20
year old goalkeeper Vic Rouse and 17 year
old forward Johnny Byrne against
Swindon at Selhurst Park on 13th October
1956, both of whom would be instrumental
in the initial rise of Palace to Division One
by 1969. Rouse went on to become
Division Four’s first international cap
when he represented Wales in
April 1959, while Byrne also
would gain international
recognition from 2 lower
division, Both players formed a
vital cog as the club climbed out
of Division Four in 1961, but
their initial baptism ended in a
goalless draw.

Palace and Swindon were relegated
together from Division Two in April 1974
and were soon facing each other againina
league game at Selhurst Park on 7th
September. Palace manager Malcolm
Allisan had most of the players from the
previous campaign and the match
meandered along for the opening nineteen
minutes until it exploded into life. First
Stuart Jump capitalised on a defensive
mix-up to give the Eagles the lead and
then, straight from the kick-off, David
Swindlehurst ran onto a high through batl
to lob number two. Three minutes later

for the latest news

By lan King
PALACE v SWINDON
FIRST GAME
13.10.1906 3-2 Home SiLeague
BEST HOME WIN
19.4.1935 7-0 Div. 3[S]
BEST AWAY WIN
1.11.1952 43 Div31(5]
WORST HOME DEFEAT
31.12,1910 2-5 S League

WORST AWAY DEFEAT
£12.1926 1-6 Div. 3 (S}
23:12,7961 0-5 Div.3

BEST GATE
24184

Div, 3
WORST GATE
4,642 15.4.1933 Away
Div, 3 18]

LEADING PALACE SCORER
Peter Simpson 8

PLAYED FOR BOTH CLUBS INCLUDE
Cecil Blakemaore, Paul Bodin, Gareth
Davies, Fraser Digby, Tony Evans,
Cliff Jackson, Morris Jones,

Don Regers, Tony Tayler, Bobby
Woodruff and George Ndah.

2681961 Home

DEBUT MAKERS INCLUDE

Dick Harker [Znd timel = 16.9.1911
Harold May 25.12.1931
Johnny Byrne 13.10.1956
Vic Rouse 13.10.1956
Brian Wood 23.12.1941
John Jackson 25.8.1964
Mark Lindsay 1.12.1973
Jason Crowe 21.11.1998
FINAL BOWS INCLUDE

Edward Collins 16.4.1910
Hugh Gallagher 12.11.1927
Harold Thoms 2.2.1929
John Duthie 30.11.1929
Jimmy Hamilton 34191
Peter Simpson 2261935

LEAGUE HEAD TO HEAD

P W DL
OVERALL 78 30 22 23
AT HOME 37 a3 10 40
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Iffy Onuora Striker




One more win is what Jimmy Quinn
believes will keep Swindon Town up in
the First Division for yet another
season.

The perennial strugglers, who have
avoided relegation by a whisker in the
past two campaigns, are again faced
with a dramatic climax in their
altempts to retain parity with their
more wealthy Division Onge
counterparts.

“We've beaten Huddersfield and drew
at West Bromwich Albien in recent
malches and | think we need another
win,” Quinniinsists. | know there’'s only
a four-point cushion, but it's hard to
win and getthe points to stay up.
“There's tremendous pressure on lha
bottom three and I'm confident with the
games we ve got left that we can do
enough to stay up.”

After two seasons as player-
manager of Reading in
partnership with Mick s
Geoding, Quinn relurned to a
sole playing career last

season with great success
under the influence of Barry
Fry at Peterborough.

The 3%-year-old's wealth of
experience and know-how in
front of goal reaped rich
dividends in an ambitious
Paterberough side attempting
to win promotion from Division
Three. Quinn notched more than 20
goals before Christmas in a prolific
partnership with Martin Carruthers as
Pash spared to the head
of the division before
injury ruinad the
remainder of his
campaign.

'::.f e sttt
L "ij‘fl'* year.

“We've got some
good players at
this club and 1 don’t to get through to the

even better
if you can
get good
results, but when you lese you've got to
remain confident even though you're
down in the dumps.

"I do miss playing, and sometimes I'll
watch 2 game-and think ‘| could still de
a job here' and it's frustrating walching
it. I'd rather be out there playing, but
sooner or later you have to pack it in. |
still train and get involved, so I'm not
completely out of it yet!”

Quinn has seen his side flatter to
deceive this season, as like in previsus
years, Swindon have failed to capitalise
on their pre-Christmas form. But
despite their lowly position, he believes
that the Robins have acquitied
themselves well sgainst the First
Divisien ‘big boys’

"We're one of the smaller clubs in the
league and haven't spent
much money so when you
look at it like that, we've
done pretty well. We were
Lhird to bottom when |

took over and hopefully

we can do better next

"It's very difficult when
you take over a club
because you inherit
someone else's players.
But the response I've had
from the lads has been great and
the spirit is cerlainly there. We've
got some good players at this club
and’| don't think at
limes that they believe
how good they really
are. Sometimes it's hard

"1 got injured with a hip think at times that  !2ds that they are better
injury around Christmas a players than they

and, if | hadn't got that, I'd they believe how actually think. | feel that
have scored 30-odd goals. goot'l. they really has been a big problem
It was a great time for me are. this season.”

and Barry was abseolutely

brilliant. | became assistanl manager
al the-club, but when the job came up
at Swindon, | had to take it.”

When Quinn moved to the County
Ground earlier this seasonas a
replacement for Steve McMahon, who
had tried in vain to take the Rohins
onto another level, he knew it would be
a struggle; but the Belfast-born striker
is enjoying life back in the managerial
noiseat.

"l had three years at Reading and I'm
still learning all the time. It's the best
job in the world and | love doing it. It's

Managing a club like
Swindon is great experience for
Quinn, who apart from turning
around the fortunes of the Willshire
club, has set his sights on a long
and successful career in the
stressful hotbed of football
management,
“I'm part of a new breed of young
managers, involved in the coaching
side of things. When | first came
into the game the manager used to
just kick the ball about, but you
can’t be like that now
“I'want to be successful like
everybody else. | don't want to go
through my managerial career

JIMMY QUINN

does3a
good
job at
clubs with no money, | want to join the
big boys and I'm certain that if | had a
lot of money to spend | could build 3
good side.

“I'm still very young with a lot to learn.
| didn’t have much money at Reading
and there's none here for the
forseeable future so I've got to get on
with the job and do the best | can. It
must b= nice to be able to spend
miltions like the big clubs do. Hopeifully
I'lt get that chance one day.”

Quinn is clearly blessed with ambilion;
and after winning 45 caps for Northern
Ireland, ancther post is also on his
ELLER

“I think that anyone who plays
international football would want to
manage the national side, and I'm no
different. I'm not looking that far
ahead, but if they asked me 1o do it at
some stage, I'd ceriainly give it a go.™

Mandeep Sanghera

being known as a manager that N g%
i -k h,
SR
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PRRRN Swindon Town 1998/99 —y S

George Ndah, Scott Leitch, Jimmy Glass, Steve Mildenhall, Frank Talia, Alan
Reeves, Craig Taylor.
Phil Cannon [Youth Tesm Development Officer], Peter Holcroft, Chris Hay, Adam
Willis, Mark Robinson, Kevin Watson, Iffy Onuara, Gareth Hall, Phitippe Cuervo, Tom Jones {Youth Team
Managerl.
Lee Collins, Ty Gooden, Bobby Howe Darren Bullock, Steve Cowe, Robin Hulbert,
Phil King.

Richard Mackey [Physiotherapist], Sol Davis, Brian Borrows, Mike Walsh {First o~ 5
Team Coachl, Jim Quinn [First Team Manager], Mark Walters, David Kersiake, Dave Moara [Physiotherapist). R




David Kerslake is enjoying his third spell
with Swindan, having also
featured for Leeds United
and Tottenham Hotspur

aver the yaars, He re-

joined the Robins from
Ipswich Town infMarch

1998 and has re-

established himself as a

fine right-back, Sol Davis,
meanwhile, 1s 3 former
trainee who was thrown

into the cauldron of a
Swindon-0Oxford derby.on his
full debut - a situation he handled
admirably. The left-sided wing-back is
one to watch for the future.

In'midfield, Ty Gooden has regained full
fitness after long-term injury to prove his
quality at the higher level. A regularin
the side which won the Second Division
championship. he was
hindered by injuries

Bobby Howe has lit

recenlly, He made twelve first team
appearances for Terry Venables at
White Harl Lane, prompling talk of 3
move to Sethurst earlier this year,
11 but since then his priorities have
i beento try and break into Jimmy
i Buinn’s side.
Robin Hulbert has been a success
story. Gifted and a fine prospect, he
linked up with the Newcaslle United
squad te gain 2xperience last
season, training
alongside the team which
reached the FA Cup Final
Now back in Wiltshire, that spell in the
north-east is beginning to pay dividends,
Lee Collins is a ball-winner who moved
to Swindon from Albien Rovers for
£15,000 m 1995, while Frenchman
Philippe Cuervo was a free transfer
signing from Sochaux last summer. As
_ his former team-mates
slide disconcertingly down

Striker

thraughout 19946/97. The the divisions across the
I:r::rmer mycnmbe :ag is ; | up the current Chtalt'm;eliihe will be anxious
thoroughly committed and, ‘am iian Wiﬂl some not to follow-suit.

at 26, still has his best years stun!:l?n% strikes Bobby Howe has lit up the
ahead of him. Scott Leitch : - current campaign with
joined from Hearts for a - most notably at_ some slunning strikes,
bargain £15,000 in the Vicarage Road ina most notably at Viearage
summer of 1996 - a shrewd surprise one=nil Road in a surprise one-nil
piece of t:pgsines’?il bh%ex- | SUCCEsSS. Signed :JUCC.EE;; Sigi;ed from
ErcLnerpool AstonVila, | TTom Nottingham 0 G0 i
Glasgow Rangers and orest, he tooks a brilliantly at the McAlpine
Southampton winger . fine player. and looks a fine player.

Mark Walters continues to

flourish at this level, although nowadays
often from the bench. He wassent off on
his last visit to Selhurst Park, but gained
some belated revenge with Town’s

s

second
goal in the
Eagles’
defeat at the
County
Ground tast
November

& ‘

Kevin
Watson o s
was \ red
farmerly

with Spurs, but has

found his opportunities somewhat limited

N,

Dial the Palace Clubcall on
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Up front, another former
Palace man leads the way. George Ndah
moved wesl last season in 3 £500,000
deal,a transfer manager Steve Coppell
later regretted as Palace's strikers

dropped like flies before Christmas. Ndah

made his point with a goal against the

2 Eagles in November, although he was

perhaps lucky not te be sent off earlier
in the game, and will be keen to
make his mark on the return
. fixture back at Selhurst
. Park. A former
'ﬁ; favourite, he should
. be welcomed back
% to south
London
W, Chris Hay
¥ looked a
¥ superb
player in the garly stages ol
* last season, when Swindon
carried all before them in the
division. He scored 13 goals in
20 appearances, bul when they
= dried up, so did Town's point-
tally. Now often on the
= bench, he did score the
winner at Huddersfield
recently and still poses a
considerable threat
o= Steve Cowe s a
pacey striker who
scored seven times
last season, while

Midfielder

for the latest news

Charlie Griffen was prolific for
Chippenham Town in the Screwfix
League. League goals have been harder
to come by. Shane Bradley has done well
recently, showing censiderable presence
in the box and could be a thorn in
Palace’s side this afternoon.

Amazingly, 31-year-old targat man Iffy
Onuora was being touted as the answer
to Craig Brown's scoring problems with
Scotland recently. The rugged centre-
forward joined for £100,600 from
Gillingham in March 1998 and has
weighed in with seme important goals
since, but making the grade at the
mighest tevel? We wait with baited breath.

By Dominic Fifield

STAR MAN
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mmous MEETING

The clubs’ last mesting at
Sethurst Park
Saturday 19th:Octeber

e, Division

SWINDON

mrisna Palace: Day,
EC. Edworthy, Muscat,
i Roberts, Tuttle,
Hopkin, Quinn [sub Andersen &3], Rodger
{sub McKenzie 63|, Freedman, Dyer, Veart
[5ub Trollope 82).
Swindon: Tzalia, Robinson, Elkins, Leitch
[sub O'Sultivan 84), Seagraves,
© Culverhouse, Walters, Darras, Thorne,
fAllison, Horlock.

Palace

suffered their

first home
defeat of the

season as an

Division
champions
Swindon
gained their
sixth win of
the term to
move up to

seventh place:

Bruce Dyer
converted a
i penalty midway
hrough the first half, but Swindon were
| sion and tempers’
- frayed soon afterwards so that two br.
f. marred the remainder of the first ha
- -which waslit up by Wayne Allinson’
splendidly:headed equaliser for Town
following = free-kick.
. Swindoen won the match with a powerful
. far post header early in the secend half
from Peter Thorne and by halding off the
- inevitable Palace onslaughtas we
F attacked our favoured Holma dale Road
“end. Making his home debut for the
les as a late substitute was Paul
whase career had begun at the
Ground and who is son of
e.greal John Trollope.

* Swindon Town joined the Football League with Crystal Palace in 1920
but, whereas Palace lost their first malch under the new auspicies at
Merthyr Town, the Robins notched a fabulous and record making victory.
They crushed Luton Town 9-1, which remains their best league success to
this day.

* Town became only the second club from Division Three to win the
League Cup at Wembley when they beat Arsenal at the national stadium in
1969. Don Rogers, who later came to play for the Palace, was their
inspiration in a 3-1 victory.

* Swindon were also the first winners of the Anglo-Italian Cup. They won
that trophy in the year of ils inception in 1970 and retained it the following

year.

* John Trollope of
Swindon Town holds the
all-time record number
of appearances for a
league club. John
played 770 Football
League games for the
Town between 1940 and
1980 to beat Roy
Sproson’s figure of 751
for Port Vale between
1950 and 1972

* The most peints
Swindon have gained in
a season [3 points for a
win] was achieved in
the 1985/86 season
when they won the
Fourth Division
championship. This
total also stands as a
league record.

* Swindon played at a
ground called The Croft
befere moving to the
County Ground in 1896.

ROLL CALL

SEASON 1998/99 (LEAGUE GAMES ONLY]
PREVIOUS CLUB APPS GLS
Brian Borrows Coventry
Shane Bradley
Collin

!r
C I“cﬂlf-' Gr Hin
Gareth H.;H

C Palace
L. i ngham

Kavin ‘-“a!:,cm
Adam Willis
[Up toand inc

CRYSTAL PALACEY
SWINDON TOWN
PREVIOUS MEETINGS




amous for his step-over and

little shimmy before darting

past an
opponent,
Walters admits
his exploits this
term have seen
him reach two out
of the three
‘aspirations’ he
set himself at the
begining of the
present
campaign.

“We were given
envelopes at the
start of the
campaign in which we were asked 1o
write our aspirations for the season,"
recalls Walters. "Mine were that |
wanted to play in 30-plus games, to
get into double figures with goals
scared and help the team into :
the play-offs. :

"Unfortunately it is not
possible to reach the last

where he helped the club
to three Scottish Premier
Division titles and two at.”
Scottish League Cup z

L IWINS.

OPPOSING VIEW

relegation. It is in our hands now

“¢ and if we don't do it we only have
# ourselves to blame. The team

spirit here is exceptional and we
have a good set of
lads which helps.”

Walters began his
career at Midlands
club Aston Villa
before moving on to
Glasgow Rangers

His form and skills prompted

Liverpool to pay €1.25
million for him, but he
‘enjoyed mixed

one, but if | look back, | fortunes at
have achieved two of the P
those and | can’t really Anfield e
grumble club as he o E
2 failedto  jlllin™

My scoring rate gain a il }
throughou! my career has -
been one every threeor SWINDON - /g
four games. At Liverpoaol | TOWN f =

wasn't a regular and sa this
went down but, invariably, | de
score quite regularly.”

B

Far from being in the play-off frame,
Swindon are instead precariously
placed above the relegation battle
going on beneath them. Walters is
optimistic, and hopeful, that the team
will avoid the drop but believes that
Swindon are too good lo be'in the
position they occupy.

He explains: "We have had a
management change, but the team
cannot be pleased at where they are
now. In my opinion wa have the
players and the talent to be in the top
10.

"Admittedly, the play-offs might be a
bit aptimistic as we have such a
small squad, but we have good
players and should be higher.
Although we have had a few changes
we have not had the rub of the green
either. But sameone said the league
doesn't Lie-and it is hard to argue.

“With the games we have left our
goal has to be to avoid -

Dial the _Palace Clubcall on
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MARK WALTERS

“I had chances to
play abroad, but |
didn’t want to
move at this stage
of my career and
Swindon is a great
little club to be

STRIKER

regular first team berth.

In addition he has one international
cap to his name, but adds:
“I am never satisfied and
believe | could have
achieved a litile bit more
in My career.

“But football is all about
opinions, and yes | would
have liked to have played
more internafionals, but
that is what you would
call greedy: | am grateful
for what | have achieved
and won in the game.”

Walters moved on to spells at Stoke,
Wolves and Southampton before his
free transfer to Swindon in July 1996.

e w Since then
the 34-year-
old admits he has
had opportunities to
move abroad, but would
rather concentrate his efforls
to aid Swindon's cause.

“At the end of the day | had
chances to play abroad, but | didn’t
want to move at this slage of my
career and Swindon is a great little
clubto be at.”

Mark Walters' admiration of Crystal
Palace boss Steve Coppell is also
clear to see.

M He concludes: "Steve Coppellis a
manager | admire. He was a gréeatl
player with Manchester United and is
a great professional. | am pleased for
him that Palace have been going well
in the league recently.

"It is the kind of club that should be
doing well. Even though Palace didn't
tear up any trees in the Premiership
last season, it is big enough not to be
in this division.”

By Mandeep Sanghera
Collings Sport

Fifty One
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PLAYED FOR BOTH CLUBS

arco Gabbiadini’s unsuccessful
M attempt to fill the boots of

former Palace hero, lan Wright;
only served to compound the misery
that Eagles® fans felt upon Wrighty’s
departure to Arsenal. Not only did the
transfer of the freescoring striker seem
to indicate a lack of ambition on the
part of the Palace board, but a
replacement looked increasingly
unlikely to be found. David Whyte,
briefly, fanned the flames and looked
set to try and fill his boots but, after a
bright start, he tailed off miserably and
soon found himself at Charlton.

The search continued and, for a while, it
appeared that George Ndah weuld
emerge as the new crowd favourite at
Selhurst. George boasted many similar
assets to that of Wright; speed, trickery,
a willingness to run with the ball, take
defenders on and attempt the
outrageous. He was also immensely
popular with the supporters. That
George failed to build a great career for
himself at the club and is now, in fact,
plying his trade for today's opponents
must surely be a big regret of the
current management team.

TEENAGE TALENT

Born locally in Camberwell, George
grew up playing football in the well-
renowned Shirley & District Junior
League for Melwood and Selsdon
Juniors. He was a constant scourge te
opposing defenders with his pace and
great ball skill and it was a huge
surprise that it was not until he was 16
years of age that he was finally spotied
by Palace and asked to train on
weeknights. " was playing for South
London and a guy Tony Bowen spotted
me and | went to the club really late on.
In fact the year that | went along was the
time that they were deciding who to take
on as a YTS, so | didn’t have long to
impress.

“Fortunately, | did enough and Dave
Garland and Stuart Scott took me on.
Dave was a big help ta me because I'd
played for him at Selsdon before | came
to Palace, so he knew what | could do
anyway.”

The decision to sign George paid instant
dividends as he made an immediate
impression in the Palace youth side
which reached their first FA Youth Cup
final since their double triumph in the
late seventies. While Ryan Gigags - who
was already a United first-teamer - led
the Red Devils to the final our own left
winger was also becoming something of

Fifty Two | | ) EAGLES

{ of the competition that year and started
his first senior game in a 1-1 draw at
Liverpool in the 4th round. That tie was
wan in a replay and in the following

match against Chelsea, George scored

his first goal for the club on a

Y barnstorming night.

i8:game shouldn’t even have
& ahead because of the
ditions - they were awful.
1 were huge puddles all
the pitch. We just had so
ich youth and enthusiasm in
‘team and that was enough to
us through. | remember the goal
really well. The ball looked like it was

v going to go out of
GEORGE NDAH &1Liil{3::

PAST MASTERS

a prodigy and it was his influence, more
than any other, which saw the club
through. "It was unbelievable for me to
play at United because that was the first
time that I'd had the opportunity to play
at a really big ground. Te play against
the likes of Giggs and Beckham:
although only Giggs was in the fi
team then - was so ove
such an enjoyable experi

Thorn managed to hook it back and |

was there to tap it in. My mate Grant

Watts scored as well so it was a great
- night for both of us, and for the club.”

celebration run was plastered
ack pages of the national

ve Coppell was quoted as
iwas one of our best

: The youngsters have
PRO' DEBUT themselves again...”.
The club were not disg
in losing 6-3 to Unite
and a measure of the
between the two side :
United boasted players of
of Giggs, Beckham, Schales;
Neville, Butt and Savage, of
George and Jimmy Glass are sk
playing senior football from the £
side that played that night. indeed, ;
George was to make his debut just a few
months after that final in a League Cup
second round tie at home to Lincoln,
which Palace won 3-1.

say in whether Palace would be

““able to stay in Premier League and, with
Oldham winning their last three
matches, 3 3-0 defeat at Highbury
condemned the Eagles to life in the 1st
Division. Relegation was too much for

Steve Coppell and he resigned, to be

“Everybody’s debut goes so quickly and
replaced by Alan Smith.

it was really hard to take in, but |
remembzr Steve Coppell telling me to
enjoy it, which | did, and to go out and do
what | knew | could do. Everything had
happened so quickly and to playin the
first-team at 17 | wouldn’t have cared if
we had lost. | was just so happy to be en

the pitch.” didn't have enough depth as a squad

George was to play an important role in and, if anyone was injured, then the

helping the club to reach the semi-finals  Players that were coming in weren't of
V the same quality. Persanally, | only

“I really don’t know why we got
relegated with the team we had. It
shouldn’t have happened, but it just
goes to show how hard the Premier
League is. Te be honest | think that the
main team was good enough, but we

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news
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started a few games and | didn't think |
was ready to play a whole season in the
Premier League.”

MANY INJURIES

Alan Smith succeeded in reuniting the
team and won instant promotion, but for
George the season turned into a non-
event as a serious knee injury restricted
him to just one league appearance.

“I had mixed emotions. Obviously, | was
happy that we went up, but disappointed
not to be involved because my knee was
so sore. Even the year before I'd been
playing threugh pain so the club decided
that | should have an operation. | had
tendonitis which came about through
overuse so they had to open up my knee
and take out the build up of scar tissue.
| look back on those years with some
regret. It was so difficult for me because
I'd already played firsi-team football

and wanted more of it. Due to the fact
that | was quite young, | lost 2 bit of
confidence as a result of the injuries and
my form suffered.”

Palace's return ta the top flight was
shortlived as they were instantly
relegated again, and although George
managed 12 league appearances and a
goal in a 2-0 win over Leicester, he was
not a preminent figure in Alan Smith's
plans. The following season a loan move
to Bournemouth signalled an upturn in
fortunes for the speedy forward.

RETURN TO FORM

At Bournemouth, George became an
instant favourite scoring twice in twelve
appearances. The South Coast club
made no secret of their desire to keep
hold of him, however, his form for the
Cherries made Palace’s new manager,
Dave Bassett, sit up and take notice.

“It took to Bournemouth and they did to
me and | made a lot of friends in the
place. | learnt a lot, foothall wise as
well, and at the time | needed to play
week in week out and they gave me that.
| was frustrated at Palace because |
never got 3 consistent run in the team,
but when | returned | had so much
confidence and carried my form on.”

When George returned he gave the team
fresh impetus in their battle to reach the
play-offs and, having come into the side
for the 3-2 win at Tranmere in February,
he was a fixture right up to the final
defeat at Wembley against Leicester.
“My best and worst moments at Palace
both came in that game. My best
moment was actually playing at
Wembley - it was my first game there
and | really enjoyed it. | promised myself
that | wouldn't let it pass me by and |
like to think that | played well myself
that day. | could have scored, but Kevin
Poole pulled off 3 great
save. My worst moment was
the way that we lost. It was
unbelievable. We worked so
| hard and played so well and
to lose the way we did was
herrible - the goal came off
Steve Claridge’s shin.”

MOVING ON

Having played such a
prominent part in Palace's
promotion push, George was
expected fo feature in the
following campaign, but he
found himself on the
substitutes’ bench more
often that not. "l had quite a

Dial the Palace_t_;‘_l_g_l_:_c_r:a_l_l_l__q_n__I_:_I_B?1__ _&00 333 for the latest news

[Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)

bad season that year and | | thought that
| was going to move on then anyway. I'd
had a lack of opportunities mixed in with
a3 lot of bad luck and | lest my grandad
that year, so mentally | wasn't really
with it anyway. Nothing was happening
for me at Palace, the team was flying
and | couldn’t see myself getting back
into the squad. The move though came
totally out of the blue. | was meant to
play in a reserve game on the
Wednesday and Steve Coppell called me
the night before and told me that
Swindon had come in for me, although
he told me that he didn't actually want
me to go. | wasn’t getting many
opportunities and couldn’t see myself
getting chances in the long run either,
so | went to Swindon. It was hard for me
to leave because | was at Palace for so
long.”

A goal on George's debut - one of the
best he has ever scored - helped him to
settle in, as did Steve McMahon.

“Steve McMahon, for me, is one of the
best managers that |'ve worked with. He
was a really fair man and if you work
hard for him he'll look after you. He's a
very nice guy as well and it was
unfortunate that he left the club.”

PALACE GOAL

Earlier in the season George had his
first chance to play against his eld club.
“The gaffer didn't think that | was 100%
fit so he put me on the bench, but | was
dying to get on and our left midfielder
got injured after about 15 minutes and |
came on, All of a sudden we had 3 fres-
kick out wide that | headed in. | couldn't
believe it, although | had mixed
emotions scoring against Palace.”

Today's game will be the first time that
he has been back to Selhurstand itis a
prospect that George admits he will find
tricky. "l don’t really want to call it, but
the game will be tight. Playing against
Palace at our place was strange enough
but playing against them at Selhurst will
be really strange. | must admit that
Swindon’s my home now. The boys are a
great bunch and | love the club. They've
also got some financial difficulties, but
that's a common thing in football these
days. If you're not one of the glamour
clubs then you're always going to
struggle. We're having a bit of a hard
time, but we only need a few more
points and we'll be safe. All | want to do
is help keep the club in the First
Division and then build for next season.”

By Tom Maslona
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With the season drawing to an exciting
conclusion in the First Divisien, both
promotion and relegation issues will go
one step nearer to being settled after
today's set of matches.

A crucial game takes place at St.
Andrews, where Birmingham City meet
Wolves in the West Midlands derby. The
match, a 29,000 sell-out, has

towards 3 play-off spot. The Hornets
picked up a crucial win against Bolton at
Vicarage Road last Saturday and, in the
words of their manager, "We are going
ta battle for 2 play-off place all the way
to the end.”
Although not the most enticing of
matches, Grimsby against Bury at
Blundell Park will have a

much more than just local
pride at stake, as it is vital to
both teams’ hopes of
reaching the play-offs.
Wolves were frustrated by
Palace at Molineux last
Saturday and it loocked as if
Swindon were going to do
the same to City at the
County Ground. However,
Gary Rowett [he of
spectacular last-minute own
goal fame| popped up with a
winner five minutes from
time to give City a foothold
in the top four. A similarly

pivotal match comes at the

Gary

DIVISION ONE

ROUND UP

large bearing on the fate
of clubs struggling to
avoid the drop. The
Shakers won a proverbial
six-pointer at Oxford
United last Saturday -
incredibly, their first
away win of the season -
that meant they lifted
themselves out of the
d relegation zone. Grimsby,
meanwhile, are tailing
away at the end of what
has been a very
creditable first season
back in Division One.
Rowett " ;

They

Reebok Stadium, home of
Bolton Wanderers, where the Whites
tackle automatic promotion hopefuls
Ipswich Town. Colin Tedd's men have hit
a wretched run of form just lately, with a
defeat at home to Stockport County
being followed up by another reversal
away at Watford last Saturday. Tedd still
believes his team can end the term in
the top six, but is calling upon his
seasoned campaigners to steer the
youngsters threugh their remaining
games: It is down to our experienced
professionals to show the character that
will help us through our run-in.” Yet
another prometion candidate, Bradford
City, will fancy their chances of moving a
step closer to the Premiership wnha
home game against Yorkshii
Huddersfield Town. The Terriers are
abject on their travels, having collected
just three wins away frem home all
season, whereas City have won fifteen
times at their own patch - 2 record onl§.
bettered by Sunderiand. At Gresty Road,
Crewe meet Watford in a match that has
petential repercussions for both sides,
but for very different reasons. The
Railwaymen are on the brink of slipping
out of the First Division [although their
magnificent 5-1 demolition of West Brom
at the Hawthorns did 2ase those fears),
as they sit bottom of the pile, and
Graham Taylor's Watford are edging

Fifty Four

succumbed
4-1 at Bristol City last weekend and look
like finishing in mid-table. Another team
doing just that are Norwich City, whose
disastrous run of form from Christmas to
last Maonday's win over Grimsby fatally
wounded their promotion ambitions.
Today, Carrow Road will witness one of
the day's more meaningless matches as
Bruce Rioch tries to mastermind the
defeat of Tranmere Rovers, who earned
a reasonable point at Barnsley last
Saturday. Oxford, who know that they can
barely afford slip-ups like last Saturday’s
at home to Bury, will hope to remedy
that defeat by winning at fellow
strugglers Port Vale. The Valiants were
held to goalless draw at Crawe last

'_Satuﬁlay. in a game of little

entertainment and few chances. Both
Crewe and Port Vale will be keeping one
ear on proceedings at Bramall Lane,
where Sheffield United clash with QPR.
Rangers secured an important win at
home to beleaguerad West Bromwich
Albion last Saturday courtesy of an 87th
minute goal from midfielder Gavin
Peacock. The Blades, however, did

‘themselves no favours at all by losing to

Stockport County at Edgeley Park and
that, coupled with throwing away two
points at home to Wolves the previous
Monday, has virtually ended their
promotion aspirations for another
season. At the bottom, Bristol City are
running into form at just the right time.

Benny Lennarisson’s men have won
their last three matches, against Port
Vale, Portsmouth and Grimshby, to lift
themselves off the bottom of the table,
perhaps inspired by the loan signing of
Southampton’s David Howells, whom the
Saints purchased from Tottenham in the
close season. Whatever the reason for
the revival, City will hope to fare better
than Sheffield United at Stockport this
afterncon. Finally, West Brom will try
and provide some consolation for their
fans after a calamitous week with a
victory over Portsmouth. Pompey, unlike
Bristol City, have hit a bad run of form at
just the wrong time, with a run of three
straight defeats and no win in six. Those
infamous Pompey chimes could yat be
Second Division death knolls for Alan
Ball's men.

Andrew Fifield

b FA CARLING PREM

| CHARLTON V LEEDS -

COVENTRY V MIDDLESBROUGH _
LIVERPOOL V ASTON VILTA

. MANUTDVSHEFFWED

1 gourmproii'v_i“umuiﬂ 3
| WEST HAM V DERBY :

L DIVISION ONE
| BIRMINGHAM V WOLVES
BOLTON V IPSWICH 3
BRADFORD V HUDDERSFIELD
CREWE V WATFORD
i GRIMSBY V BURY =
" NORWICH V TRANMERE
PORT VALE VOXFORD
| SHEFFUTDVOPR =
- CKPORT ¥V BRISTOL CITY :
BROM VFORTSMOUTH

DIVISION TWO :
, _B__pnnl.svvngy_gnsuoum -

" READING VNORTHAMPTON
E WALSALLV MACCLESFIELD
& WREXHAM V OLDHAM

. YORKVSTOKE

DIVISION TH

© BARNET V MANSFIELD :
BRENTFORD V LEYTON ORIENT
DARLINGTON VCAMBRIDGE

. HALIFAX V BRIGHTON =

¢ HARTLEPOOL VSCARBOROUGH
HULL V SCUNTHORPE

. PETERBOROUGH Y TORQUAY

. PEYMOUTH V SOUTHEND

Dial the Palace Clubcall on 0891 1.00 333 for the lq_!_e__;g news
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I.AI.I statistics are up to and including Sunday 11th April)

ATTENDAHCES ENGLISH LEAGUES 1998/%99 ] GOAL STATISTICS - All Divisions 98/99
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BARNSLEY 21 | 16,176 | 1B,11& | 14,733 | 18,649 N s S s1rv8
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LTON 20 | 18198 26,625 | 13324 | 24,382 Premier %7 3z 249 248
BRADFORD CiTY 21% 14293 15887 | 12595 | 15564 First 1,302 492 245 255
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CRYSTAL PALACE 21| 17,062 | 2209 | 12919 | 21,983 | : B
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HUDDERSFIELD 21| 12765 1 20741 | 9,717 | 12,145 GOAL DIFFERENCE
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WOLVES TZ1 [ 22.173 | 26814 | 18,580 | 23,281 | Third Cambridgs 72 Rochdale 3%
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PREMIER 320 | 30239 155285 | 11,717 | 29213 | e aat Worst
FIRST 492 | 13591 | 41,505 | 3435 | 15,891 P L ey 3 Mot Eorest &
SECOND 476 | 7543 132134 | 1868 | 4306 — el e AR
THIRD 80 | 3760 | 13549 | 1,056 | 3208 Sl e 2% Borsleyfork 28
GRAND TOTALS 1768 12383 oo 12921 51 ke et SR A=
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= ‘ : —— =
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Natmnwnde alzizlglg| |elEiziE|Siglg|EizlcBiElE|8|8/5 |88
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EoaAl - | 30 (17t 1 = |3 8|21
1 BRISYDL (=0 R 1114112 H !vﬂ 1-1 &-1 | 311 | |1-4 '|-3 1 !-6

| BURY (0024|2604 0-2 | o 53

| CREWE ALEXANDRA 31 090 kd 21 2ok 31 114 f17ua!

. CRYSTAL PALACE 1122 1021 ] &2 1-1 i 5-1 :-s o s-\ [31] I-I z-z 1 m.: 1112215132
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NORWICH CITY [ 00| 2012000 2.2 2.1 |88 |21
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| SUNDERLAND z-ama—rlw 10 :-n"w 31/20/21 14 10]20[20 10 1m 10
[T SWINDON TOWN 0705/ 01133 [ 14 [32 111220 2606 3084 11 &1 11133 31 132 Sl BT
| [ IRANMERE ROVERS _ mgmnu 1/ e0]20/31]12123 nunzmnunn

-4 -0 I--EEWMH 911 Ed 2 o0 31 1-1 l--'.’

WATFORD o021 {2:D 1
WEST BROM ALBION t29i1ai2ale- 2ms BEI3T 1 n M HI nms :-o 1031
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- The A.F.S can be found on the Internet. The address is:- hitp.//www.innotts co.uk/-soccerstats/

Diz l-the Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news EAOLES
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WATFORD
Away
Saturday 24th April,

3pm
Form Guide: DDWWW

Key player: Micah Hyde
One of the jew players al Vicarage Road
who could hold his own should Watford
secure an unlikely pramotion to the
Premiership. An intelligent midfielder,
Hyde is hitting form at the right time,
and he scored in last weekend's crucial
win over fallow play-off hopefuls
Bolton.

When Watford surprisingly took their
place amongst the eariy season
leaders in the First Division, most
people =greed it could not last. Even

their manager Graham Taylor argued

that his side were performing above

themselves. Sure enough, Spring

came, and Wstford faltered.

But just as they were set to slide out of
contention for sixth place,Taylor's side g

suddenly rediscovered the aﬂ:-attmn

approach which had b"ought(ﬁlem i T

success in the Autumn. Th :
their last three games - tvgr’fm
against sides h1gncr in thes t&bie': and i
they are poised like a3 1500 meter-
runner on the shoulder of the weary
pace-sefters.

As Micah Hyde said: "l believe it is :'ff' it

better to be chasing at this stage than
be in the position of Bolton or Wolvesif;
Hyds's clear-sighted determination is
shared by Taylor, wheo said: "l have told
the players what an opportunity this is,
and that they should not be frightened
of il. We might not be in this position
again and you have to take 1t while it is
there.” Taylor will see Palace’s visit to
Vicarage Road nex! weekend as 3
must-win game for his side, as they try
to overhaul Wolves or Bolton.
Interestingly, Wolves are the only team
in play-off centention who have net
beaten Palace at home this season. I
Watford can overcome Steve Coppell's
well-organised back five, the two
points gained over Wolves may prove
decisive

LIVE COMMENTARY FROM
VICARAGE ROAD ON ¥
PALACE CLUBCALL

It's very rare for Palace to enter the
concluding weeks of the season with
nothing to play for. This is only the
second year in seven that the club has
not been either promoled or relegated
and in the only other ‘stable’ year,
199594, there was the minor

excijgigm of losing the play-off finzl a

_‘Iung time since Palace fans
ve had g\chance to experience

s'fqp_'!_ethr:g.meat other fans expect from
; 'games in May - the meaningless end
of-season match. Huddersfield come to

Selhurst in a fortnight for a bona fide
pointless game of football

Fhere now follows an attempt to make

the game seem interesting

It is the last chance for home fans (o
see Palace this season. Two months
ago, this might have been the cause for
extravagant celebration, l_,-._;t given the
way Steve Coppell and his "babies™
have restored the club’s rrf—:‘lmmn-,-,
they deserve some appreciation
Huddersfield are abysmal away from
home, and assuming things qo to plan
this afternoon, Palace 'J‘.!:L;.fi maintamn
the longest unbeaten home run in
English football

Marcus Stewart [pictured) 1s the First
Divisions second-maost prolific striker,
with 24 goals. He used to play
alongside Gareth Taylor at Bristol
Rovers, causing many Palace fans to
have retlected ‘'we bought the wrong
one :

A bumper crowd should ensure that

Dial Palace Clubcall on 0891 400 333 for the latest news

Palace's seasonal average al Selhurst
is superior to Wimbledon's despite the
fact that the vast majority of people
who go to their games are away fans.
If you are nol convinced yet, you would
not be reading this.

By Joe Hare

SKY LIVE
FORTHCOMING GAMES T0 BE
SHOWN LIVE ON SKY TELEVISION

SUNDAY, $8TH APRIL 199%
CARDIFF V SWANSEA 1Z NOON
CHELSEA Y LEICESTER 2.00PM

AUTO WINDSCREEN FINAL
MILLWALL V WIGAN 2.05PM

MONDAY, 19TH APRIL
ARSENAL ¥ WIMBLEDON 8.00PM

FRIDAY,

LEEDS V MAN UTD 11.30AM
SHEFF WED ¥ CHELSEA 4.00PM
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~ CRYSTAL PALACE APPEARANCES AND GOALS
T TSEASON1998/99
FIRST DIVISIO S i

League Cup [FABLC) - CP Carver
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TODAY'S

Crystal
Palace

Manager: Steve Coppell
Colours: Red Shirts

T & Shorts with
J Btue_ﬁ‘im Red Socks

Kevin Miller

. Sun thali;_
Gnrdan Petnc
Dean Austml |
. SagiBurton
| Stephe"j_:'rhomson"f

Craag Foster
Fan ZhlyJ

Leon HcKenzne
Clinton Mon_'lson

Hayden Mullins
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TEAM CHECK

Swindon Town %,

Manager: Jimmy Quinn T
Colours: Black and Blue
Shirts, Blue Shorts,
Blue Socks

<

Frahk Talia
Des l—.ir_p'lon
~ Gareth Davies

.::?Cralg Taylor
'_?Gareth Hall

o Kevm Watsnn |
ﬂ °Bobby Howe
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(f] Ty Gooden
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Mr K.R. Torrance [Red Trim)
Reserve Official: Mr S. Rubery

 Official Supplierste =

Crystal Palace Football Club

PHILIPS

Lighting

L&C Croydon

e PocketPhone Shop

Saunders Abbott

Michael Dean

commenced refereeing
O in 1987 in the local
leaguos. He then 4

progressed via the West

Cheshire and Unibond
Leagues before becoming a Foothall
League assistant referee in the
1995/96 season. Two years later
Michael was promoted o the national
list of referees. Notable achievements
so far have seen him referea the
Sunday Cup semi-final in 1997 and run
the line at the play-off final between
Brentford and Crewe in the same year.
Married with two children, Michael
enjoys running, cycling, gol! and going
‘to the cinema and thealtre.

: NEXT MATCH AT
- SELHURST PARK

Nationwide League
Division One
Crystal Palace v
Huddersfield Town
Saturday, 1st May 1999
Kick Off 3.00pm

TODAY'S MATCHBALL
~ SPONSORS

TODAY’S MINI SPONSORS |

PALACE CLUBCALL

.

L SPONSOR

KCS MANAGEMENT
SYSTEMS

INTERNET SITE
www.cpfc.co.uk

| PALACE CLUBCALL
0891 400 333

Dial today for all the
latest news, views and
interviews
[calls to Clubcall are charged at
60p/min at all times)




